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Dear Wharton Arts Community, 
 

Welcome to the 2025–2026 season at Wharton Arts! I’m thrilled to invite you into a year 
that dares us to dream boldly, listen deeply, and arise together with purpose. Our theme, 
Arise!, calls us to create with courage and connect across generations and cultures 
through Artistry, Representation, Inspiration, Self-Expression, and Empathy. This season, 
Arise! is more than a theme— its an invitation to action. In a world yearning for light, we 
turn to the arts to uplift voices, spark imagination, and celebrate the brilliance of our 
students, faculty, and teaching artists. Through meaningful learning, inspired teaching, 
dynamic performances, and inclusive programming, we’ll build a vibrant community rooted 
in creativity, collaboration, and hope. 
Let us arise together! 
 

With gratitude, 
 

Helen H. Cha -Pyo  
Artistic Director  

Erika Fanelle  
Trustee, Interim Executive Director  

Spring invites us to look ahead with optimism, purpose, and renewed energy. I am truly 
delighted to be part of Wharton Arts at this exciting and pivotal moment in our history. 

My connection to this organization is deeply personal. For thirteen years, I watched my own 
children grow and thrive as members of the New Jersey Youth Chorus. The joy, artistic 
training, and personal growth they gained here were transformative for our family. Driven by 
a desire to steward that same experience for future generations, I joined the Board of 
Trustees two years ago. Now, as Interim Executive Director, I am committed to providing the 
steady leadership and strategic vision necessary to ensure more families can find the same 
inspiration and community we did. 

At the heart of our future is the integration of our four signature programs: the New Jersey 
Youth Chorus, New Jersey Youth Symphony, Paterson Music Project, and Performing 
Arts School. Together, they form a connected artistic pathway that nurtures young people 
at every stage of their creative journey. By strengthening collaboration across these 
programs, expanding access, and deepening our community impact, we are creating 
opportunities that extend far beyond the stage. 

While each program has its own distinct voice, all are guided by a shared belief in the 
transformative power of the performing arts. Thank you for being part of this journey. I look 
forward to all we will create together this spring and beyond. 





Made possible by funds from the New Jersey State Council on 
the Arts, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the 
Arts. 

Presents  

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

By 

William Shakespeare 
 

ANY VIDEO AND/OR AUDIO RECORDING OF THIS PRODUCTION IS 

STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  



CAST  

ARTISTIC TEAM  

Direction  ................................ ................................ .....................  LILLI MARKEY  

Stage Manager  ................................ ................................ ..........  SUZI O GHIA  

Set Design  ................................ ................................ ..........  EMMA  PATANELLA   

Lights and Sound  ................................ ................................ ....  ROGER  SWEET  

Hippolyta ................................ ................................ .........  A MANDA  C ORTINAS   

Theseus  ................................ ................................ .....................  BRETT LA ROSE   

Egeus  ................................ ................................ .......................  A LAN  N IEBUHR   

Hermia  ................................ ................................ ...................  A LLEGRA  MROZ   

Lysander  ................................ ................................ .................  M ICHAEL  BUCK   

Helena  ................................ ................................ ......................  RACHEL  LEWIS  

Demetrius  ................................ ................................ ........  A NDREW  KRAUTHEIM  

Oberon  ................................ ................................ ..........................  KC B OYLE   

Titania  ................................ ................................ ..............  C HRISTINE  TALARICO  

Puck  ................................ ................................ .......................  BRENNA  KNIGHT  

Nick Bottom  ................................ ................................ ..................  N ICK  FOIL   

Francis Flute  ................................ ................................ ..........  SCOTT  C AGNEY   

Peter Quince  ................................ ................................ .......  DAVID  HOFFMAN   

Robin Starveling  ................................ ................................ ......  J ENNA  BURKE  

Tomasina Snout  ................................ .............................  J ENN  C RANE  TURNER  

Snug  ................................ ................................ .............................  J OE  M ICELI  

FAIRIES:   

Cobweb  ................................ ................................ ..............................  MILO  LIPMAN  

Thistle  ................................ ................................ ............................  C HRISTIAN  PIAZZA  

Peaseblossom  ................................ ................................ ..............  MAYZIE  MARKEY  

Mustardseed  ................................ ................................ ....................  A VERY  O GHIA  

Willow  ................................ ................................ ...................  A LEXANDRA  POSARYCKI  

Clover ................................ ................................ ............................ ISABELLA  HUDSON  

Moth  ................................ ................................ ................................ .. A LLIE PELLETIER 



Welcome!  One of the things I love most 
about  A Midsummer Night's Dream  is that it 
reminds us how wonderfully messy it is to be 
human. Shakespeare fills this play with lovers 
chasing one another, actors chasing their 
dreams, and fairies chasing a bit of mischief. 
Beneath the comedy, however, is a story 
about transformation —about how love, 
friendship, and even our mistakes can change 
us in unexpected ways.  

This production would not have been possible 
without the incredible dedication of this cast 
and crew. Their creativity, hard work, and 
willingness to embrace the joy and silliness of 
Shakespeare's world have brought this story to 
life in ways that continually amazed me 
throughout the rehearsal process.  

Thank you for joining us on this midsummer 
adventure. Whether you're experiencing 
Shakespeare for the first time or returning to a 
familiar favorite, I hope you find yourself 
laughing, dreaming, and believing.  

Enjoy the show!  

 

LILLI MARKEY  
Director  

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

Director’s Note 
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WHO ’S WHO IN THE CAST  

KC B OYLE  (Oberon) is excited to make his Wharton Community Players 
debut in this production of A Midsummer Night ’s Dream . KC appeared in 
this play twice before. In high school, KC portrayed Peter Quince. In 
college, KC played both Oberon and Theseus in a production directed 
by a psychology professor. These early experiences cultivated a life -long 
appreciation of Shakespeare and theatre. KC thanks this talented cast 
and crew for yet another enriching experience.  

M ICHAEL  BUCK  (Lysander) is a New Jersey based performer, thrilled to be 
making his Wharton Community Players debut! Most previously seen in 
Batboy: The Musical (Catalyst Theater Company), and I Love You, You ’re 
Perfect, Now Change (Asbury Park Theater Company). As always, thank 
you to his family and friends for their constant love and support.  

J ENNA  BURKE  (Starveling) returns to Wharton Arts after directing Much Ado 
About Nothing (2024) and The Moors by Jen Silverman (2025) for WCP 
and her third year at the helm of the Performing Art School ’s tween 
Shakespeare camp in Summer 2025. Other favorite community theatre 
credits include directing The Good John Proctor for Chester Theatre 
Group (2025) and directing The SpongeBob Musical: Youth Edition for The 
Summit Playhouse (2023). When not at a community theater rehearsal, 
you can find Jenna teaching language arts and stage managing the 
productions at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield. Many thanks 
to Lilli for this opportunity and to Nick for convincing me to audition and 
being my forever -carpool companion.  

SCOTT  C AGNEY  (Francis Flute) was named the 2008 KCACTF Region II Best 
Partner while attending Montclair State University, where he received a 
BA in Theatre Studies and served as Artistic Director/President of a 
student run theatre group called Players. Scott is a Founding Member 
and Artistic Director of StrangeDog Theatre and has performed in and 
directed many of their productions. Scott is also a stand up comedian 
(2014 StandUp360 Comedy Festival Finalist), a founding member of the 
sketch comedy group Take Care Now (2021 Battle of the Sketches 
People's Champion and 2022 NJ Webfest Best Sketch), and co -host of 
The Trilogy Podcast.  

A MANDA  C ORTINAS  (Hippolyta) is delighted and grateful to be part of this 
production of A Midsummer Night's Dream  under the direction of Lilli 
Marques Markey.  Amanda ’s theatre credits include leading roles such as 
Lady Macbeth in Macbeth , Juliet in Romeo and Juliet , Emily in Our Town , 
and Cinderella in multiple productions. She recently made her Off -
Broadway debut in Forgotten Corners of Your Dark, Dark Place at 
Theatre Row. Additional credits include One Life to Live , where she 
originated the part of Adriana, and numerous original and multicultural 
theatre productions. Amanda holds a BA in Drama, Speech, and 
Communications from Marymount  College, and studied at Marymount's 
London Drama School.  She is also a bilingual educator and creative 



artist passionate about storytelling, language, and connection. Endless 
love and gratitude goes to her mom, Carmen, family, friends, fellow 
artists, and her beloved Bichon, Buddy Valentine, for their constant love 
and support.   

J ENNIFER  C RANE  TURNER  (Snug):  is thrilled to be making her debut with  the 
Wharton Community Players. Other Shakespeare roles she ’s performed in 
the past include Maria in Twelfth Night and Margaret in Much Ado About 
Nothing . Jennifer has also done voice -overs  for several NJ 
Pharmaceutical companies and is the founder and Artistic Director of 
JAM Theater Company in Morris County NJ. Special thanks to the cast 
and crew for their humor and her wonderful family for their love and 
support.   

N ICK  FOIL  (Nick Bottom) returns for his second show with the Wharton 
Community Players.  A few of his favorite roles include Fezziwig in A 
Christmas Carol ; Seward in Dracula: a Feminist Revenge Fantasy , Really; 
Lestrade/Moriarty in Ms. Holmes and Ms. Watson , Apt 2B ; Benedick in 
Much Ado About Nothing ; Bingley in Pride and Prejudice (NJACT 
nomination); and Willoughby in Sense and Sensibility . He'd like to thank 
Lilli and Suzi for their wonderful vision for this forest, and the cast for their 
support and incredible energy —and also Jenna, who is the best.  

D AVID  HOFFMAN  (Peter Quince) has appeared on professional and 
community stages for the past 40 years. Favorite roles include Sylvia  
(Greg), A Doll ’s House (Dr. Rank), All My Sons (Frank Luby), One Flew Over 
The Cuckoo ’s Nest (Dr. Spivey), Little Foxes (Ben), Lost In Yonkers (Uncle 
Louie), Sideman  (Ziggy), The Misanthrope (Clitandre), and Alien Boy 
(boy), which won and OOBR Award as part of a program of new One -
Acts. Off stage, David is the Artistic Director of Cafe Theatre, producing 
programs of 10 -Minute Plays at 12 -Miles West Theatre, George Street 
Playhouse, Tierney ’s Tavern, and currently at the Madison Community 
Arts Center. During the day, Mr. Hoffman  teaches math at St. Benedict ’s 
Preparatory School.  

ISABELLA  HUDSON  (Clover) is super excited to join this production of A 
Midsummer Nights Dream . Isabella has returned to the stage after having 
performed in Scooby Doo during the summer of 2025. Other than 
performing on stage, Isabella also performs as a Hip Hop Dancer at 
Northeast Dance Project. When not performing, she loves to ski, swim, 
and hang with her friends. HUGE Hugs to Mom, Dad, and little sister 
(Brielle) for all their support.  

BRENNA  KNIGHT  (Puck) is delighted to return for her fourth production with 
the Wharton Community Players, following appearances in  Next to 
Normal  (Ensemble),  The Moors  (Marjory/Mallory), and  Much Ado About 
Nothing  (Dogberry/Margaret/Friar). Previous credits with the Chester 
Theater Group include  Dracula  (Marilla/Maid),  Ms. Holmes & Ms. Watson, 
Apt. 2B  (Adler/Hudson/Drebber), and  Pride & Prejudice  (Lydia/Lady 
Catherine). By day, Brenna works in HR as a Senior Manager of 



Compensation —a job she unironically loves. Endless thanks to this 
magical cast and crew, and to her personal band of “foolish 
mortals ” (family and friends) who continue to support her theatrical 
adventures. Cheers!  

A NDREW  KRAUTHEIM  (Demetrius) is honored to be a part of A Midsummer 
Night's Dream  with the Wharton Community Players! Previously seen on 
stage in Hamlet  at The Stag & Lion Theatre Company in NYC and off -
Broadway in Father Anonymous at the AMT Theater, Andrew works in 
both theatre and film. He thanks his family and friends for their love, and 
wishes the best to this amazing group! Training: Atlantic Acting School, 
NYU Tisch BFA. Website: bit.ly/krautheim  

BRETT LA ROSE  (Theseus) is making his Wharton Community Players debut. 
Past credits include Church & State , All My Sons , and The Complete 
Works of William Shakespeare (abridged) . He has also appeared in other 
venues including three seasons with NYRF, George Street Playhouse 
Touring Theatre, Theatre -Studio Inc., Vital Theatre Company, and 
National Actors Theatre.  

RACHEL  LEWIS  (Helena) is delighted to join this stellar cast and make her 
debut with the Wharton Community Players! After earning her BFA in 
Musical Theatre from UWF, she spent several years studying, 
apprenticing, and performing with theatres and studios across Florida, 
Atlanta, Portland (OR), and New York City. Now settled in the Garden 
State with her New Jerseyan wife, Rachel recently appeared as Maria in 
Mr. Burns with Studio Players and as Elizabeth Proctor in The Crucible with 
Shakespeare 70.  

M ILO  L IPMAN  (Cobweb) is happy to return to Wharton's stage where he 
has participated in many performances in the past. Recent roles at 
Wharton include Beetlejuice in Beetlejuice Jr ., Grover in Percy Jackson 
and the Lightning Thief , and a Wickersham in Seussical  with Wharton 
Community Players. Other favorite roles include Linus in You ’re A Good 
Man, Charlie Brown (Roxbury Arts Alliance), Winthrop in The Music Man 
(Summit Playhouse), and Dickon in The Secret Garden (Trilogy Repertory). 
Milo has also participated in The Showplace Ice Cream Parlor's Minis 
program on Long Beach Island as a singing waiter. Milo spends a lot of 
time practicing circus arts and performing in his family circus show as a 
juggler and unicyclist. When not performing, he loves to draw and 
particularly enjoys animation.  

MAYZIE  MARKEY  (Peaseblossom) is excited to be playing Peaseblossom, a 
fairy in A Midsummer Night ’s Dream ! She is especially happy to share the 
stage with her best friends as the other fairies.  Some of Mayzie ’s favorite 
past roles include the title roles in Little Red Riding Hood and Rapunzel , 
Ladybug in James and the Giant Peach , and the Fairy God Moth in 
Spiderella . Most recently, she played Daphne in a summer camp 
production of Scooby Doo . When she ’s not on stage, Mayzie loves 
playing with her dog Millie, dancing, listening to music, doing nails and 



makeup, and creating art. She would like to send a little fairy dust to her 
mom & dad and three older brothers for always cheering her on.   

J OE  M ICELI  (Snug) is excited to work with the Wharton Players again after 
playing Count Claudio in Much Ado About Nothing and creating the set 
for The Moors. Recently, he portrayed Dick Bernly and ensemble roles in 
InterACT ’s 9 to 5 .  He spends his brief free time offstage as an AP Calculus 
and AP Computer Science teacher at Governor Livingston HS where he 
also directs their Plays and Musicals.  

A LLEGRA  MROZ  (Hermia) is exited to be returning to the stage at Wharton 
Community Players. Previous credits include Lizzie Bennet in Pride and 
Prejudice  with Chester Theatre Group, and Cecily Cardew in The 
Importance of Being Earnest  with Lord Stirling Theater Company. Both 
performances received NJACT nominations for “Outstanding Lead 
Actress in a Play ”. Other favorite credits include Agatha in The 
Moors , Fabiana Aziza Cunningham in The Last Days of Judas Iscariot , 
Guildenstern in Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead , and Olivia in 
Twelfth Night . Allegra would like to thank the cast and crew of A 
Midsummer Night ’s Dream  for such a magical experience, and hopes 
the audience will enjoy their time in the woods!   

A LAN  N IEBUHR  (Egeus) is a graduate of Montclair State University ’s Acting 
program and has worked as an actor, director and stage manager on 
numerous theatre and film productions in New York and New Jersey. 
Over the years, he has originated the characters of Frederick Loren in 
House on Haunted Hill and John Malvern in American Dreamers ; played 
father figures Eddie in Lost in Yonkers , Eric Osburn in The Grand Tour  and 
Uncle Leonard in These Mistakes . He has also played roles in several sci -fi 
short films, including Simulated Theory , What ’s Left Behind  and Stirrup and 
the Ground .  

A VERY  O GHIA  (Mustardseed) is thrilled to be appearing as the fairy 
Mustardseed, in her very first production of A Midsummer Night ’s Dream ! 
She has had so much fun learning about theater, bringing a little magic 
to the stage, and making new friends throughout the rehearsal process. 
When she ’s not rehearsing, Avery loves practicing Muay Thai, baking 
sweet treats, and spending time with her cats. Avery would like to thank 
her mom, who is the stage manager, along with her dad, brother, and 
three cats for all their love, support, and encouragement!  

A LEXANDRA  (A LLIE ) P ELLETIER  (Moth) is excited to be playing Moth, one of 
the fairies in A Midsummer Night ’s Dream . She is especially happy to 
share the stage with her best friends, who are playing the other fairies. 
This is Allie ’s second appearance on the Wharton Arts stage. Most 
recently, she appeared in the ensemble of Scooby Doo in Summer 2025. 
Offstage, Allie enjoys gymnastics, creating art, and spending time with 
her friends. She hopes you enjoy the show!  

C HRISTIAN  P IAZZA  (Thistle) is thrilled to be performing in A Midsummer 
Night ’s Dream ! A member of the Wharton Performing Arts family since 



2022, Christian discovered his love for acting while attending the 
Performing Arts School Summer Camp, where he made his stage debut 
in Willy Wonka . What started as a summer adventure quickly turned into 
a passion, and he has returned every year since —while also participating 
in Wharton ’s after -school theater programs.  

To date, Christian has performed in more than nine productions, 
including Scooby -Doo , James and the Giant Peach , The Greatest 
Showman , The Peanuts Gang , Little Red Riding Hood , Wonka , Beauty 
and the Beast , and The Emperor ’s New Dress . He loves bringing 
characters to life, making audiences laugh, and spending time with his 
theater friends.   

When he ’s not memorizing lines or taking a bow, Christian can usually be 
found swimming, building creative LEGO creations, spending time with 
family and friends, and finding new ways to make people laugh.  

A LEXANDRA  POZARYCKI  (Willow) is thrilled to play Willow, a fairy in A 
Midsummer Night ’s Dream ! She is especially happy to share the stage 
and create memories with her best friends. After discovering her love for 
theatre this past summer in Scooby -Doo at Wharton, Alexandra is excited 
to keep exploring the stage. Offstage, she channels her creativity into 
dancing, listening to music, and doing makeup. Alexandra sends a 
sprinkle of fairy dust to her mom, dad, brother, aunts, uncles, cousins, 
Nana, Grampy, and Pop -Pop. Thank you for always cheering her on!  

C HRISTINE  TALARICO  (Titania) is grateful to return to Wharton Community 
Players! Select acting credits include The Good John Proctor, Cry It Out, 
Much Ado about Nothing , Pride & Prejudice , Tragedy: a tragedy , Sense 
& Sensibility  (NJACT Nomination), Twelfth Night  (NJACT Nomination), Bell, 
Book and Candle , and Talk Radio . She sends love to her family and 
friends (including those in the cast!), and thanks to Lilli for this wonderful 
opportunity to make some Shakespearean mischief and magic.  

WHO ’S WHO IN THE CREATIVE TEAM  

L ILLI  MARKEY  (Director) is making her directorial debut with A Midsummer 
Night ’s Dream  and couldn ’t imagine a more magical production to 
begin this journey. As a drama instructor at Wharton Institute of 
Performing Arts, she is passionate about helping young performers find 
confidence, creativity, and joy on stage.   

With a rich background as a performer, Lilli has worked with New Jersey 
theatre companies including  Alliance Repertory Theatre Company , The 
Bickford Theatre , The Theater Project , Women ’s Theater Company , The 
Cameo Cast , and  The Shoestring Players . She brings that experience into 
her directing, with a focus on storytelling that is imaginative, grounded, 
and full of heart.  
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She ’s incredibly grateful to this wildly talented cast for bringing such 
dedication, humor, and enchantment to this production —and a special 
thank you to our amazing stage manager, Suzi for keeping the magic 
beautifully organized behind the scenes.  

So much love to her husband, Brian, and their beautiful children —Aiden, 
Blaise, Jace, and Mayzie — for being her greatest inspiration. Special 
thanks to her mom for sharing her incredible talent through costume 
creations, and loving thoughts to her dad, whose strength continues to 
inspire her.  

SUZI O GHIA  (Stage Manager) is excited to return to community theatre 
after many years away, having previously stage managed Country Club, 
Comic Potential,  and Closer. She is grateful to her cousin Lilli for this 
opportunity and has loved spending extra time with her and getting to 
know the talented and hilarious cast. She is delighted to share this 
experience with her daughter Avery, who is appearing as a fairy in her 
very first show. Special thanks to her son Jack and to her husband Chris 
for handling bedtime while she stayed late at rehearsals.  

EMMA  PATANELLA  (Set Design) is a rising junior at the University of Delaware 
double majoring in Theatre Production and Communications. She 
recently stage managed the University's production of The Two 
Gentlemen of Verona  and previously stage managed productions 
throughout all four years of high school. Emma is passionate about 
theatre production and enjoys helping bring stories to life through 
creativity, collaboration and organization behind the scenes.  

ROGER  SWEET  (Lights and Sound) is the Production Manager of Wharton 
Arts. An alumnus of NJYS, he is a singer and multi -instrumentalist. He has 
been the A/V technician for plays like Defying Gravity  and Next to 
Normal , along with musicals like Seussical, You ’re a Good Man Charlie 
Brown, High School Musical, and Beetlejuice Jr.  

@WhartonArts  

Follow us on Social Media!  

@whartonartspas  

Wharton Arts  

Performing Arts School  



Westminster Community Orchestra “Carmina Burana ”  

Wharton Arts is committed to being accessible to all patrons, 

students, parents and visitors. All programs, classes, events, and 

concerts are accessible ensuring that everyone can participate 

in a diverse range of arts programming and classes. As an 

organization whose mission is dedicated to the positive impact 

music can have on individuals and in the communities we serve, 

we are dedicated to fostering a supportive and fully inclusive 

environment by embracing equity, diversity, inclusion, and 

belonging (EDIB) in all of our initiatives.  

Large Print Programs are available to patrons at all performances. 

Upon request, and with two weeks advance notice, specific 

accommodations such as assisted listening devices and priority 

seating will be made subject to our available resources.  

Wharton Arts respects the needs of individuals with disabilities 

who are assisted by a companion (or companions) when 

participating in our programs. We understand that companions 

may either be individuals or service animals. We will make every 

effort to accommodate companion situations with regard to 

seating, mobility, and other needs as they arise for all our 

programs.  

Wharton Arts does not and shall not discriminate on the basis of 

race, color, religion (creed), gender, gender expression, age, 

national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, or military status 

in any of its activities or operations.   

How can we help make your visit better? Let us know by 

contacting Director of Operations Susan Peterson at  908 -790 -

0700, ext. 114 or via email at susan.peterson@WhartonArts.org . 

 

Visit our patron services page at:  

https://whartonarts.org/about/

patron -services/  

ACCESSIBILITY  

WHARTON ARTS  

mailto:Susan.Peterson@whartonarts.org




Something for Everyone  

WhartonArts.org  
 

Performing Arts School •  60 Locust Avenue  
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922  

908.790.0700  

• Private Lessons for all ages and stages  

• Music Theory & Aural Training  

• Chamber Music  

• Programs for Lifelong Learners  

• Early Childhood Programs  

• Honors Program  

• Performance Classes  

Find Out More!  



2025 -2026  

Annual Appeal  

Aveena and Athena Chakrabortty  

PAS Siblings  

“Both of my daughters love music and are glad to have Ms. Sturman as their teacher. They 
always looked forward to their lessons with her. She is an exceptional teacher.  

 

She doesn’t just teach her students what to play, she teaches them how to play and why 
they should follow that specific technique. She always pushes her students to do their best 
while making learning fun, and helps build confidence in their abilities.” 

 

 - Payal Chakrabortty, mom to PAS students Aveena and Athena 

Donate today at  

WhartonArts.org  



DONORS  

WHARTON ARTS  

Wharton Arts extends deep gratitude to our donors, including individuals, family foundations, and corporate 
sponsors, for their unwavering commitment to our organization. Your generosity serves as the bedrock for all our 
programs, fostering the growth and success of the New Jersey Youth Symphony, New Jersey Youth Chorus, the 
Performing Arts School, and the Paterson Music Project.  

Your invaluable support provides financial aid, broadens the scope of our free community workshops, programs, 
and festivals, and champions equity in music education for children across New Jersey. Thank you for bringing the 
gift of music to countless children, families, and communities! This list includes donations made from January 1, 
2025 to February 4, 2026. Please contact us if you see any errors or omissions.  

Visonary $50,000 and Above:  
Lenore and Robert Davis 
Carol Davis and Dr. Joel Marcus 
Robert and Cynthia Hamburger 
Mustang Foundation 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts 
The October Mountain Foundation  
The Pixley Hill Foundation 
Robinwood Foundation 
Frances and Paul Turner 
Ruth Zowader 
 

Champion $25,000 - $49,999:  
Audrey Love Charitable Foundation  
Helen Cha-Pyo and Dr. Daniel Pyo 
Citadel Enterprise Americas 
Erika and Carmine Fanelle 
Galanthus Foundation Trust 
Bob Kelly  
Johnson & Johnson 
Pantirer Families  
Paterson Children's Foundation 
PwC Charitable Foundation 
Dr. Jacqueline and Lionel Phillips 
The Henry S. and Agnes M.  
 Truzack Foundation 
Judith G. Wharton 
 

Innovator $10,000 - $24,999:  
BNE Real Estate 
Find Your Light Foundation 
Goldman Sachs 
Kathryn Dove-Hendon and  
 Seth Hendon 
Dr. Charissa Wong Horton and  
 William Horton 
Ronald Keefe and Debbie Smith 
Julia and Shurjo Sen 
Joseph and Mary Clare Serzan 
Jeanne D'Haem and Bruce Stein 
Lara Stolman and Michael Watzky  
The Summit Foundation 
Turrell Fund 
Wilf Family Foundations 
 

Change Agent $5,000 - $9,999:  
Dana and Joseph Feldman 
E. J. Grassmann Trust 
Ilyse Muser Shainbrown 
Joyce and Samuel Moulthrop 
Park Avenue Club Foundation  

Susan and Lloyd Peterson 
PNC Bank Foundation  
Princeton Area Community  
 Foundation 
Pamela and L.T. Spinker 
Inge and David Spungen 
Belá and Alice Szigethy 
Union Foundation 
The Westfield Foundation 
 

Leader $2,500 - $4,999:  
Blue Foundry Charitable Foundation 
Kim and Bruce Cha 
Sumi Choi 
County of Union  
D'Addario Foundation 
Juliet and James Eck 
Scott Gasparini 
Kathleen and David Jones 
Patricia and Paul Joyce 
New Jersey Council for the  
 Humanities 
Wei Pan and Angela An 
The Sterling Properties Group, L.L.C. 
Sally and Marshall Tycher 
Naida S. Wharton Foundation 
Judy and Len Wharton 
 

Advocate $1,000 - $2,499:  
Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church 
Robert Booth and Bronwen Cunningham 
Robertt Booth 
Emily Buehler 
Burgdorff Foundation 
Alyssa Camacho 
Gina Maria Caruso 
Dennis and Cathy Cha 
Yajia Chen and Kenneth Farah Jr. 
Yu-Hsin Chen 
Julia Cheng 
Marc Chiapperino 
Edward and Madison Chu 
Jill D’Agostino 
Elizabeth and Nick De Angelo 
The Discovery Orchestra;  
 Executive Director 
Deborah and Benjamin Dorner 
Philip and Amy Evans 
Melanie Evans-Lowenberger 
Andrew & Sharleen Friedman 
Diane Gigliotti 
Patricia and Orren Grushkin 
Michelle Hatcher 
Jacob Heil 

Pnina Hiller 
Allan Janoff 
Hunter Janoff 
Michele and David Johnson 
Virginia Johnston and Daniel Crisci 
JPMorgan Chase 
Arjun Kapur 
James Kelly 
Sharon and Stephen Kepniss 
Kessler Foundation 
Barbara Kipper 
Fran Lee 
Jacqueline and Barry Levine 
Louise and Stuart Levine 
Main Violin Shop 
Crystal Matsibekker 
George Marriner Maull and Marcia Maull 
Nancy Modell 
Mindy and Alex Opper 
Otterstedt Insurance Agency 
Peapack Private Wealth Management 
PKF O'Connor Davies, LLP  
The Selvig Family 
Penny Simon 
Lillian Song 
Rebecca and Heath Weisberg 
Women's Philharmonic Advocacy  
Shirly Wu and Max Clyan 
The Zhang Family 
 

Friend $500 - $999:  
Lisa and Andrew Abramson 
Mary Coogan 
Helen Ahn and Joseph Kwiatek  
Assad Akhter and Saira Hussain 
Talia Ausiello 
The Ausiello Family  
Brenda Belmont 
Jamie Bernstein 
Susan Bloom 
Jan and Adam Brenner 
Bristol-Myers Squibb PAC Match Program 
Philip Calinda 
Dianna and Dohyun Cha 
Catherine and Larry Cook 
Carol Ulmer and Ken Degen 
Jacqueline Biello and Jacob Dowden 
Andrew Ertman 
Victoria Fulop 
Goldman, Sachs & Co.  
David Goldstein 
Goodman's Deli 
Charles Grundy 
Myles Guillaume 
Sharon and David Halpern 
Bill Horton 
Yichin Huang 



Sherry Wilzig Izak 
Maura and Michael Janiszewski 
The Joyal Family  
James Justice  
Carol Lynn Kabacoff and Robert Kabacoff 
The Kahng Family 
The Kaushal Family 
The Kim Family 
Mark Kuprych 
Grace Lee and David Lin 
Cheryl Lee 
Terri Levato 
Qing Li and Lin Cong 
Elana Livneh 
Maureen and Tom Matthias 
Theresa and Gregory Meese 
New Music USA 
The Ng Family 
Avigail and Paul Noble 
Claudia and Igor Nys 
James Ooi and Amy Yin 
Paycom 
Robert Francis 
Susie and Peter Polow 
Tracy and Doreen Proverbs-Singh 
PSEG Foundation, Corporate  
 Citizenship & Culture 
Natalie and Robert Schlundt 
Penny and Stephen Seeder 
Edward Shen and Ivy Ying 
Yavanika Sinha and Kislaya Gautam 
Nikhil and Noreen Soares 
Pamela Sousa and Michael Keller 
Stephen and Olivia Truong 
Emma Ung 
John and Marilyn Van Dyke 
Ben and Jacqueline Wald 
Janet Wang 
Chao Xu and Lijue Wang 
E Yang and Lei Chen 
Dawei Zhu and and Honghong Zhou 
 

Supporter $250 - $499:  
Golchehreh Abtahian and  
 Jonathan Shehee 
Accents Dancewear 
Tatev Ambartsoumian 
The Baum Family 
Dianna Beck-Clemens 
Beiling Belfield 
Brenda Belmont 
Ron Blake 
Jaclyn and John Bohner 
Nevena Bojovic 
Myung and David Bondy 
Ann and Stanley Borowiec 
William Bryant 
Ruth Cao 
The Cashin Family 
Johann Chen 
The Cheng Family 
Yunzhe Chi 
The Chi Family 
Katie Choi 
Slawomir Cholewicki 
Mason Chu 
Lisa Colone 
Maryanne and David Dacey 
Ingrid Dillon 
Eva and Adam Dooley 
Barbara and Andrew Dunn 

Regis Fernandez 
Michele Fullam 
Judith Greener 
The Hock Fmaily 
Ananya Holland 
Yu Hong and Beixin Lin 
The Jacques Family 
Kieran Jani 
Grafton Kirk 
Leonardo Lee 
Thornton and Maureen Lewis 
The Li Family 
The Liu Family 
The Loeser Family 
Isaac Ma 
Tara Mang 
Joy Mathews 
The McCarthy Family 
Carolyn McCombs 
The Mendel Family 
Marc and Lisa Michelson 
Hemanth Mikkilineni 
The Moon Family 
Raul Hauman 
Daniel Moulthrop 
The Navarro Family 
Anisha Nigam and Santosh Kumar 
Gavin Nugent 
Grace and Dave Park 
Amy Pisechko 
Smitha Raghuveer 
Judith and Donald Richards 
Janet Robusto 
Svetlana Sabel 
Ilyse and Ian Shainbrown 
The Simon Family 
Sebastian Soloff 
Jian Song 
The Springer Family 
The Sun Family 
The Tagle Family 
Spencer Traub 
Ivy Truong-Tom 
Tricia Tunstall 
Pam and Frank Venturella 
Wen and Zhongshan Wang 
Michael and Caroline Whittemore 
Emily Wolper 
Krystal Woolston 
The Wu Family 
The Zhou Family 
The Zhou Family 
Yong Zu and Nicola Ou 
 

Donor $100 - $249:  
The Allatta Family 
Natasa Ancevska Taneva 
The Bang Family 
The Bania Family 
The Begasse Family 
Lauren and Jordan Bettman 
The Biello Family 
Darren Blumberg 
Dr. Sonal Bordia and Sandeep Bordia 
Mikhail Boroditsky 
Lindsey Bzura 
Korie and Leo Caruso 
Elizabeth and George Caviness 
Christine Cha 
I-Min Chao 
Vickie Chao 

Victor Chen 
The Cheng Family 
The Choi Family 
Luke Chua 
Geoffrey and Deborah Close 
Jeri and Robert Cohn 
Cindy Cotter 
The Dalena Family 
The Dang Family 
Amy Davis and Dan Walker 
Ann DeCamp and David Melillo 
Chunyan Deng 
Rosemary Dewitt 
Nishta Dhawan 
The Dowden Family 
Bonnie Elbaum 
Sydney Espina 
The Failla Family 
The Farzad Family 
The Ford Family 
Bethany Foullois 
Frederick Fuller 
Sally Fullman 
Margaret Gelsi 
The Gigliotti Family 
Nandu and Meenu Gopalakrishnan 
The Gorman Family 
Daina Gulbis and Tom Damratoski 
Phyllis J Haag 
Elizabeth and Owen Harnew 
Emily Hauck 
Ning He 
Matthew Heyer 
Eric Hirsch 
The Hoang Family 
Christopher Hock 
Ronald and Carol Hock 
Bruce and Carla Hogg 
The Hou Family 
Annie Hsieh 
Amal Hussein 
The Huseein Family 
The Jacoby Family 
The Jaeger Family 
Yahan Jiang 
Johnson & Johnson 
David Joiner 
Levi Kelman 
Alison Kessler 
Mina Kim 
Joseph Kimmel 
Paul Kimmel 
Madge Klais 
The Knoll Family 
Carol Krall 
Joel Krayer 
Elaine Kuo and Jie Zhu 
Yi Yang Lau 
The Lee Family 
The Lerner Family 
Gail Levinson 
Jeffrey Li 
The Li Family 
The Lichtenbergerr Family 
Shanna Lin 
Wendy Liscow 
Rong Liu and Jing Su 
Yuxin Wang and Fei Liu 
Shannon Llewellyn-Jones 
Carol Loscalzo 
Andrew Lynch 



The Malleo Family 
Carla Martin and David Sankel 
The Mayfield Family 
Ananya Mehta 
Tracey Mendel 
Judith Mender 
The Merzatta Family 
Matthew Metoxen 
Jennifer Michelson 
Phyllis & Al Mirabella 
The Misiewicz Family 
Amy Moldavansky 
James and Carolyn Moore 
Sheila E. Munson 
Abitha Narayanan 
Michele Neelakantappa 
Adrienne Ostrander 
The Pally Family 
Jessica Horan Payne 
The Pazniokas Family 
Michelle Perez 
Susan Pixley 
The Pyo Family 
Kara Rabbitt 
Caroline Rader 
The Rakotci Family 
The Reed Family 
The Reilly Family 

The Riddle Family 
Roberta Farber 
Aaron and Judith Rosenberg 
Melinda Rostal 
The Rudewick Family 
Marianne Samson 
The Samuels Family 
The Sattler Family 
Mayor André Sayegh and  
 Farhanna Balgahoom 
Susan Scherer and David Furst 
Kathryn and Joseph Schmidt 
Bette Schmitt 
Alex Shellhammer and Safiya Abouzaid 
Rebecca Shen 
Patricia Slezak 
The Smerillo Family 
Sherrie Sun 
Sandi and William Sweeney 
Teknikon Group Inc 
The Tienou Family 
Kathryn and Thomas Tobitsch 
Jaahnvi Toolsidas 
The Torrens Family 
The Torres Family 
The Truong Family 
Paula Tyson 
Robert Varnay 

Felipe Velazquez 
Stephen Verdesca and Patricia Durner 
Jodi Visco 
Christa and Nic Volpicelli 
Jack Walker 
The Walker Family 
Joan Walsh 
Weiling Wang and Chin-Yao Kuo 
The Wang Family 
The Wang Family 
The Wei Family 
Linda Wellbrock and Nils Knagenhjelm 
Gary and Lois Whitman 
The Woo Family 
The Wright Family 
The Xie Family 
The Yang Family 
Rita Yeretsian 
Tricia Yeung 
The Zavelskaya Family 
Svetlana Zavelsksya 
Evelyn Zhai 
Sherry Zhang and Henry Xie 
The Zhao Family 
Caroline Zhou 





WHARTON ARTS  

PROGRAM  STAFF  
Helen H. Cha-Pyo 
Artistic Director  
 

New Jersey Youth Chorus  
Trish Joyce, Founder and Music Director 
Krystiana Machtinger, Director of Chorus Administration 
Allie Lisner, Program Coordinator 
 

New Jersey Youth Symphony  
Helen H. Cha-Pyo, Artistic Director & Principal Conductor  
Stacy Square, Director of Orchestra Administration 
Desirée de Logé, Manager of Orchestras 
Naomi Smith, Assistant Manager of Orchestras 
Tanner Age, Librarian 
 

Paterson Music Project  
Shanna Lin, Director 
Emily Buehler, Manager of Programs and Community  
     Engagement 
Tori Boell, Administrative Coordinator 
Joseph Shinnick, Program Coordinator, Band  
     Curriculum Coordinator 
Sam Tobias, Jazz Program Coordinator 
 

Performing Arts School  
Debra Joyal, Director  
Emalina Thompson, Manager of Programs 
Natasha Loomis, Director of Student Services 
Kai Cleary, Student Services Associate 
Amanda Mayer, Student Services Associate 
Elena Hooper, Student Services Associate 
Judy York, Student Services Associate 

A DMINISTRATIVE  STAFF  
Erika Fanelle 
Trustee, Interim Executive Director 
 

Development  
Nancy Tagle, Director of Development 
Elizabeth Piercey, Grant Writer 
 

Marketing  
Alice Hamlet, Director of Marketing 
Aimee Roehler, Social Media & Digital Content Manager  
 

Operations  
Susan Peterson, Director of Operations 
Adrienne Ostrander, Operations & Office Manager 
Roger Sweet, Production Manager 
James Choi, Production Assistant 
Kelley Louder, Production Assistant 
Cedric Sanders, Building Manager 
 

Finance  
Eva Dooley, Director of Finance and Administration 
Jillian Lyons, Comptroller 
 

STAFF  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
Robert Hamburger, Co-President   
Julia Sen, Co-President  
Michele L. Johnson, Vice President 
Dr. Jacqueline Phillips, Vice President 
Dr. Charissa Wong Horton, Secretary 
Ingrid Dillon, Treasurer 
 

Helen Ahn, Trustee 
Jeanne Brown, Trustee 
Helen H. Cha-Pyo, Ex Officio 
Erika Fanelle, Trustee 
Robert Kelly, Trustee 
 

Levi Kelman, Trustee 
Courtney Pantirer, Trustee 
Reid Powell, Trustee 
Joseph Serzan, Trustee 
Cristina Sierra, Trustee 
LaTarius Spikner, Trustee 
Inge Spungen, Trustee 
Lara Stolman, Trustee 
 

Judith G. Wharton,  
     Founder and Trustee Emeritus 
 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP ALLIANCE  
Destinee Feliciano, Passaic County  
 Technical Institute, PMP 
 

Jingyi Han, Peddie School, NJYS 
 

Vikrant Khanvilkar, Bridgewater- 
 Raritan HS, NJYS 
 

Priyanka Kumar, Bridgewater- 
 Raritan HS, NJYC  

 
 

Giovanni Maldonado, Rosa L Parks 
 School of Fine and Performing  
 Arts, PMP 
 

Shakthi Prasanth, Chatham HS, NJYS 
 

Pippa Raaijmakers, Governor  
 Livingston HS, PAS 
 

Noa Santoro, Watchung Hills  
 Regional HS, NJYC 
 

Kashika Sinha, Governor Livingston 
 HS, PAS 
 

Haley Aurora Vallecillo, Passaic 
 County Technical Institute, PMP 
 

Anisha Verma, New Providence HS, 
 PAS 
 

Rachel Zack, New Providence HS,
 NJYC 
 



Wharton Arts ’ mission is to offer accessible, high quality performing arts 
education that sparks personal growth and builds inclusive 
communities.  

Wharton Arts ’ vision is for a transformative performing arts education in 
an inclusive community to be accessible for everyone.  

Wharton Arts is New Jersey ’s largest independent non -profit community 
performing arts education center serving nearly 2,000 students through 
a range of classes and ensembles. The 5 ensembles of the New Jersey 
Youth Chorus , an auditioned choral ensemble program for students in 
grades 3–12, encourage a love and appreciation of choral music while 
nurturing personal growth and creative development. The 15 ensembles 
of the New Jersey Youth Symphony , which serve over 500 students in 
grades 3–12 by audition, inspire young people to achieve musical 
excellence through high -level ensemble training and performance 
opportunities. Based in Paterson, the Paterson Music Project is an El 
Sistema -inspired program of Wharton Arts that uses music education as 
a vehicle for social action by empowering and inspiring young people 
to achieve their full potential through the community experience of 
ensemble learning and playing.  

From Pathways classes for young children to Lifelong Learning programs 
for adults, the Wharton Performing Arts School has a robust musical 
theater and drama program and offers both private and group classes 
for instruments and voice for all ages and all abilities. With the belief in 
the positive and unifying influence of music and that performing arts 
education should be accessible to all people regardless of their ability 
to pay, Wharton Arts offers need -based scholarships.  

Wharton Arts is located in Berkeley Heights, New Providence, and 
Paterson, NJ and reaches students from 12 counties. All of Wharton Arts ’ 
extraordinary teaching artists, faculty members, and conductors hold 
degrees in their teaching specialty and have been vetted and trained 
to enable our students to achieve their personal best.  

Wharton Arts   
60 Locust Avenue  

Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922  
 

908 -790 -0700 WhartonArts.org  

@WhartonArts  

@wharton_arts  

DONATE HERE  






