
BY MABEL PAIS

The New Jersey Youth Chorus (NJYC), a program of
Wharton Arts, invites the community to ‘The Light We
Give: A Holiday Readings & Carols Concert,’ a concert
woven with warmth and tradition. This will take place
on Friday, December 5, at 7:30 p.m., at the Morristown
United Methodist Church (50 South Park Place,
Morristown, NJ 07960).

Featuring two of the New Jersey Youth Chorus’
ensembles, Coriste, led by Trish Joyce, and Camerata,
led by Dan Malloy, with accompanists Phillip Steffani
and Andrew Macirowski, the concert invites the
audience to reflect on the light we share with one
another. Choristers will offer music and readings that
honor the diverse traditions celebrated by the NJYC
choral family.

The concert repertoire, inspired by Diwali,
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and Christmas, include such
pieces as ‘Aarti’ by Mishaal Surti, ‘Ocho Kandelikas’ by
Flory Jagoda, ‘Kuumba’ by Zanaida Robles, ‘Carol of
the Bells’ arranged by Peter Wilhousky, and ‘As It Fell
Upon a Night’ by Katherine K. Davis.

Audience members are invited to join in several
carols throughout the program, including ‘O Come, All
Ye Faithful,’ ‘Deck the Hall,’ ‘Zol Zain Sholem,’ and
‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing.’ Choristers will take part
in symbolic lighting rituals, including diyas, the

menorah, the kinara, and the Advent wreath.
The concert concludes with a set of songs that

explore connection and community. ‘Auld Lang Syne,’
along with ‘Touch Hands,’ by Abbie Betinis, are
beautiful reminders of long-held traditions: “strong
hands to weak, old hands to young, for who may say if
ever this day many come to us again.” The program
will come to a close with an excerpt from Maya
Angelou’s ‘Amazing Peace,’ and a final shared carol,
‘Let There Be Peace on Earth,’ which shows that ‘the

light we give’ can always illuminate the dark.
Wharton Arts Artistic Director & Principal Conductor

Helen Cha-Pyo said, “This concert reflects the very heart
of NJYC’s mission—using music to bring people together
and to build a community rooted in care and belonging.
That mission comes to life through the artistry and spirit
of our remarkable directors and young singers. I warmly
invite you to this meaningful concert and be part of this
beautiful musical community.”
TICKETS

Tickets are available at NJYC.org. Adult prices are
available. Students and seniors, with valid ID, get
discounts.
WHARTON ARTS

Wharton Arts is New Jersey’s largest independent
non-profit community performing arts education
center serving nearly 2,000 students through a range of
classes and ensembles. The 5 ensembles of the New
Jersey Youth Chorus, an auditioned choral ensemble
program for students in grades 3–12, encourage a love
and appreciation of choral music while nurturing
personal growth and creative development. Learn more
at whartonarts.org.
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‘SASSY AWARDS’ NIGHT DECLARES WINNERS
BY MABEL PAIS

KATE KORTUM is winner of the 14th annual Sarah
Vaughan International Jazz Vocal Competition. The
New Jersey Performing Arts Center’s (NJPAC) TD
James Moody Jazz Festival reached its finale with ‘The
Sassy Awards’ of the competition on November 23,
2025 held at 3 PM.

Hosted by WBGO Radio’s Gary Walker, ‘The SASSY
Awards’ presented the Top Five Finalists on the iconic
NJPAC stage in front of a live audience and a
distinguished panel of judges: TONY-nominated
singer/lyricist Ann Hampton Callaway, GRAMMY®-
nominated trumpeter Jon Faddis, GRAMMY®-
nominated jazz vocalist Nnenna Freelon, GRAMMY®
Award-winning bassist and Artistic Advisor for Jazz
Programming at NJPAC Christian McBride, and
founding member of The Manhattan Transfer and co-
host of WBGO Radio’s ‘Singers Unlimited,’ vocalist
Janis Siegel.

Watch the video with the 3 winners of the

night - https://youtu.be/zbchHRalz9Y

Pulled from almost 200+ entrants from 27 different
countries, these gifted young singers represented the
next generation of great jazz vocalists. Ultimately, it
was Kate Kortum who received the top honor and a
$5,000 cash award. Kortum is originally from Houston,
Texas, and currently resides in Harlem of New York
City. She wowed the judges singing the famous blues
song ‘Easy Come, Easy Go Blues,’ a raw and timeless
ballad ‘You’ve Been There’ by David Ashley Trent, and
‘What a Little Moonlight Can Do,’ a song that Sarah
Vaughan performed and recorded.

Hailed for her warm, distinctive sound that
seamlessly blends the blues, bebop and Broadway,
Kortum issued her debut album ‘Good Woman’ (2023)
to critical and streaming acclaim, surpassing 3.5
million streams for its imaginative reworkings of jazz
standards from a female perspective. Her sophomore
release ‘Wild Woman’ (2025) followed, continuing her
fresh, story-driven approach to bebop, blues and The
Great American Songbook. A graduate of the
University of Miami’s Frost School of Music and the
Juilliard School, Kortum has appeared at Mezzrow,
SXSW, Birdland, Blue Note and Dizzy’s, collaborating
with Peter Bernstein, Emmet Cohen, Bryan Carter,

Wynton Marsalis and the Jazz at Lincoln Center
Orchestra.

The Second Place honor and $1,500 prize went to
Emma Smith (London, England). Third Place and a
prize of $500 was awarded to Julia Moscardini (Buenos
Aires, Argentina). Rounding out the Top Five was
Diamond Princess Franklin (Philadelphia, PA) and
Candace Jones (Hollywood, FL).
THE SASSY AWARDS

The Sarah Vaughan International Jazz Vocal

Competition, also known as ‘The SASSY Awards,’ is
open to singers over the age of 18, of all genders and
nationalities, from anywhere in the world, and not
signed by a major label. Entrants are judged on vocal
quality, musicality, technique, performance,
individuality, artistic interpretation, and ability to
swing.

What has become one of the top annual vocal
competitions in jazz, 'The SASSY Awards' offers
outstanding jazz singers a one-of-a-kind platform for
embarking on a career in the music business—and
offers audience members a chance to discover the jazz

stars of tomorrow.
Past winners include Cyrille Aimée, Jazzmeia Horn,

Ashleigh Smith, Arianna Neikrug, Deelee Dubé,
Quiana Lynell, Laurin Talese, Samara Joy
(GRAMMY® Award winner for Best New Artist 2023),
Gabrielle Cavassa and Tawanda Suessbrich-Joaquim,
G. Thomas Allen, Lucía Gutiérrez Rebolloso, Tyreek
McDole, and April May Webb.

The competition recalls the humble beginnings of
legendary jazz singer/NEA Jazz Master Sarah
Vaughan (1924-1990) who, back in 1942, was a Newark
teenager and winner of an amateur singing contest at
the Apollo Theater. That memorable night helped
launch the lifework of one of the most successful,
influential jazz vocalists in the history of American
music.

NJPAC has a long history of preserving and
celebrating Sarah Vaughan’s music and impact. In
1999, NJPAC officially proclaimed the street in front of
it as ‘Sarah Vaughan Way.’
TD BANK, AMERICA'S MOST CONVENIENT BANK®    

For the 14th consecutive year, NJPAC’s TD James
Moody Festival is sponsored by TD Bank, which has
supported the event since its inauguration, ensuring
that the event annually includes free community
performances and educational events, as well as
mainstage concerts showcasing jazz superstars.

Find TD Bank on Facebook at
facebook.com/TDBank and on Instagram at
instagram.com/TDBank_US. To learn more, visit
td.com/us.
NEW JERSEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
(NJPAC)

NJPAC located in downtown Newark, N.J., is
America’s most diverse performing arts center, and
the artistic, cultural, educational and civic center of
New Jersey – where great performances and events
enhance and transform lives every day. Through its
extensive Arts Education programs, NJPAC is shaping
the next generation of artists and arts enthusiasts.

NJPAC has served more than 10 million visitors
(including over 1.9 million students and families) since
opening its doors in 1997, and nurtures meaningful
and lasting relationships with each of its constituents.

NEW JERSEY YOUTH CHORUS INVITES YOU TO ‘THE
LIGHT WE GIVE’ HOLIDAY CONCERT

(left to right) -  NJPAC President & CEO John Schreiber, Ann
Hampton Calloway, Jon Faddis, 3rd Prize winner Julia Moscardini,
Grand Prize winner Kate Kortum, 2nd Prize winner Emma Smith,

Diamond Princess Franklin, Candace Jones, Nnenna Freelon,
Christian McBride, Janis Siegel, WBGO Radio Host Gary Walker,

and producer Carl Griffin.          -Credit:   njpac.org

New Jersey Youth Chorus.
Credit:  whartonarts.org


