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Dear Wharton Arts Community,

Welcome to the 2025-2026 season at Wharton Arts! I'm thrilled to invite you into a year
that dares us to dream boldly, listen deeply, and arise together with purpose. Our theme,
Arisel, calls us to create with courage and connect across generations and cultures
through Artistry, Representation, Inspiration, Self-Expression, and Empathy. This season,
Arisel is more than a theme—its an invitation to action. In a world yearning for light, we
turn to the arts to uplift voices, spark imagination, and celebrate the brilliance of our
students, faculty, and teaching artists. Through meaningful learning, inspired teaching,
dynamic performances, and inclusive programming, we’ll build a vibrant community rooted
in creativity, collaboration, and hope.

Let us arise together!
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Helen H. Cha-Pyo
Artistic Director

With gratitude,

Dear Wharton Arts Community,

As we step into a new season, we're excited to present a vibrant array of performances and
programs from the New Jersey Youth Chorus, New Jersey Youth Symphony, Paterson
Music Project, and our Performing Arts School.

In keeping with this year’s theme, Arisel, we're delighted to offer a variety of community
oriented events for families, alumni, and donors. These gatherings not only bring us togeth-
er but also help sustain our programs, as tuition alone does not cover all our expenses.
We're not just fundraising—we're friend-raising and spirit-raising, building lifelong connec-
tions that strengthen our entire community.

This season’s highlights include the Paterson Music Project Building Harmony Breakfast,
our annual Fall Festival and Holiday Cabaret at PAS, a special happy hour for parents who
drop off their children at NJYS and NJYC rehearsals, our beloved annual Playathon
fundraiser to support NJYS, our Senior Gift and other events in celebration for NJYC, and
more festive gatherings throughout the year.

Our dedicated staff and faculty truly rise to the occasion, bringing creativity, fun, and
community engagement to every event—for students, families, and alumni alike. We look
forward to connecting with you and continuing to build the thriving Wharton Arts
community we all cherish.

b (o

Gina Caruso
Executive Director

With gratitude,




New Jersey Youth Symphony

WhartonARTS

Helen H. Cha-Pyo, Artistic Director & Principal Conductor

New Jersey Youth Symphony

NJYS Cl4tet
Bryan Rudderow, coach

NJYS Fortissimo Flutes
Natasha Loomis, conductor

NJYS Concertino Winds
Aly Berkowitz, conductor

NJYS Sinfonia
Nevena Bojovic, conductor

PROGRAM

SEAN OSBORN ...........o...oivvoiiveoioeeeioeeeoeeeeeeeeeesee e Quartet No. 1
(b. 1966)

I. Moderato

Il. Scherzo

lll. Freely

IV. Dorian Dance

VITTORIO MONTI ......ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e Czardas
(1868-1922)
arr. Bryan Rudderow

NJYS Cl4tet

SAMUEL COLERIDGE-TAYLOR ............... Danse Negre from African Suite
(1875-1912)
arr. Paige Dashner Long

IAN CLARKE ................oov.iiooeoiooeesoeeeeeeeee oo within...
(b. 1964)



EUGENE BOZZA ..............c.coooovvevieiiierinnn, Jour D’éte & la Montagne
(1905-1991)

|. Pastorale

Il. Aux bords du forrent
lii. Le Chant des foréts
IV. Ronde

NJYS Fortissimo Flutes

BRIAN BALMAGES ............c.oo...ovvvriimrerrisrerrissens Colliding Visions
(b. 1975)

KLAUS BADELT ... Pirates of the Caribbean
(b. 1968)
arr. Michael Sweeney

ADRIAN B. SIMS...... oo Champions Rising
(b. 2000)

REYNARD BURNS .........c.o.cccoovvvmmmrrimmnriiorrriinreinnnnon, Ride That Chariot
(5.1946)

BRIAN BALMAGES ...............ccooovoivveiimreeioeeeeioeeeeeeeeeeseeee Dreaming
(b.1975)

SOON HEE NEWBOLD .................oovvivveieeeeioeeeeseeeseeeeeeee Lion City
(b.1974)

NJYS Sinfonia
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ARTISTS

ALY BERKOWITZ

W, Aly Berkowitz is the Instrumental Music Director at
i, Valleyview Middle School in Denville, NJ, where she

i h teaches all instrumentallessons and directs a wide range
\ of ensembiles, including Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band,
Orchestra, and grade-level bands, as well as the school’s

88 Spring Musicals. Since taking on the role, she has grown

the progrom to nearly four times its original size, building a vibrant and
supportive environment where students can challenge themselves,
connect with others, and experience the joy of making music together.

Aly holds a Bachelor of Music in Music Education from Montclair State
University, with a concentration in Instrumental Music, and a Master of
Education in Educational Leadership from William Paterson University.
She is actively involved in several professional organizations, including
the North Jersey Area Band, where she serves as President of the Junior
Division. Passionate about expanding access to music education, Aly
works to ensure her students have meaningful opportunities both in and
out of the classroom. Outside of school, she enjoys traveling and being
outdoors, watching soccer, and spending time with her dog, Pacho.

NATASHA LOOMIS

Flutist Natasha Loomis is an engaging and versatile
performer, a dedicated music educator, and a
passionate proponent for new music. She has performed
as a solo, chamber, and orchestral artist throughout the
United States, as well as in France, Austria, and Peru. Past
performances have taken her to Weill Recital Hall, Alice
Tully HoII Merkin Concert Hall, the DiMenna Center, Radio City Music
Hall, (le) poisson rouge, Bryant Park Stage, Shapeshifter Lab, the
Firehouse Space, and Silvana Harlem. Past engagements include the
XXXII Festival Infernacional de Flautistas in Lima, Peru, where she was a
guest artist and clinician, as well as performances with the Lake Tahoe
Music Festival Orchestra, The Orchestra Now (TéeN), and the Asian
Cultural Symphony, among others. Additionally, she has given
performances at the National Flute Association Convention, Mid-Atlantic
Flute Convention, the New York Flute Club Fair, and the NJ Flute Fair.

She previously served as Associate Director at New Jersey Woodwind
Studio and as faculty at Kent Place, as well as Montclair State University
and Rutgers University’s Extension Divisions. In addition to her work at
NJYS, Loomis worked with Con Vivo Music in Jersey City and was a
founding member of PROTESTRA, an activist orchestra working fo unite
advocacy and classical music. Loomis received a Bachelor of Music
with Honors from Franklin & Marshall College and a Master of Music



degree in Flute Performance from Montclair State University, where she
was a Graduate Teaching Assistant for Dr. Laura Dolp. She did Doctoral
work under the tutelage of Bart Feller at Rutgers University, performing
with the Rutgers Symphony Orchestra and Helix New Music Ensemble
during her studies.

BRYAN RUDDEROW

Bryan Rudderow has appeared on three contfinents as
conductor, composer, and clarinetist, focusing his
energy on music composed in his lifetime. He earned
degrees from the John J. Cali School of Music at
Montclair State University and Williom Paterson University
in Music Education, Performance, Conducting, and
Composition/Theory. While at Montclair State University,
Rudderow received one of three highly competitive graduate
assistantships and was named Assistant Conductor of Instrumental
Ensembles, a position created specifically for him.

Shortly after completing his Master of Music degree, he was invited to
attend the Instituto Superior de Arte del Teatro Coldén in Buenos Aires,

Arien’rino o s’rudi oiero’ric conduc’rini and comiosi’rion. As a

NJYS CONDUCTORS
Helen H. Cha-Pyo, Artistic Director and Principal Conductor
Joe Bergen, Percussion Ensembles Bryan Rudderow, CL4fet
Aly Berkowitz, Concertino Winds Etleva Vatoci, Primo Strings
Nevena Bojovic, Sinfonia Shamie Royston, Jazz Orchestra
Helen H. Cha-Pyo, Youth Symphony David Schumacher, Jazz Workshop
Cooper Ford, Concertino Strings Gregory 0. Williams, Jazz Big Band

Mark Gunderman, Philharmonia

Dr. Oliver Hagen, Youth Orchestra

Natasha Loomis, Flute Choir, Flute Forum,
and Fortissimo Flutes



