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Dear Wharton Arts Community, 
 

Welcome to the 2025–2026 season at Wharton Arts! I’m thrilled to invite you into a year 
that dares us to dream boldly, listen deeply, and arise together with purpose. Our theme, 
Arise!, calls us to create with courage and connect across generations and cultures 
through Artistry, Representation, Inspiration, Self-Expression, and Empathy. This season, 
Arise! is more than a theme— its an invitation to action. In a world yearning for light, we 
turn to the arts to uplift voices, spark imagination, and celebrate the brilliance of our 
students, faculty, and teaching artists. Through meaningful learning, inspired teaching, 
dynamic performances, and inclusive programming, we’ll build a vibrant community rooted 
in creativity, collaboration, and hope. 
Let us arise together! 
 

With gratitude, 
 

Helen H. Cha -Pyo  
Artistic Director  

Dear Wharton Arts Community, 
 

As we step into a new season, we’re excited to present a vibrant array of performances and 
programs from the New Jersey Youth Chorus, New Jersey Youth Symphony, Paterson 
Music Project, and our Performing Arts School. 
 

In keeping with this year’s theme, Arise!, we’re delighted to offer a variety of community 
oriented events for families, alumni, and donors. These gatherings not only bring us togeth-
er but also help sustain our programs, as tuition alone does not cover all our expenses. 
We’re not just fundraising—we’re friend-raising and spirit-raising, building lifelong connec-
tions that strengthen our entire community. 
 

This season’s highlights include the Paterson Music Project Building Harmony Breakfast, 
our annual Fall Festival and Holiday Cabaret at PAS, a special happy hour for parents who 
drop off their children at NJYS and NJYC rehearsals, our beloved annual Playathon 
fundraiser to support NJYS, our Senior Gift and other events in celebration for NJYC, and 
more festive gatherings throughout the year. 
 

Our dedicated staff and faculty truly rise to the occasion, bringing creativity, fun, and 
community engagement to every event— for students, families, and alumni alike. We look 
forward to connecting with you and continuing to build the thriving Wharton Arts 
community we all cherish.  
 

With gratitude, 

Gina Caruso  
Executive Director  



NJYS Jazz Orchestra  
Shamie Royston, Director  

 

NJYS Big Band  
Gregory O. Williams, Director  

 

NJYS Jazz Workshop  
Dave Schumacher, Director  

HORACE SILVER  ................................ ................................ .............  Doodlin ’ 
arr. Lance Bryant  

 

Mary Lou Williams Combo  
Lance Bryant, Coach  

 

Anjna Gopalakrishnan, Flute; Mark Chloewicki, Aaryan Gopalakrishnan, 
Leshan Li, Alto Sax; Maceo Morris, Luca Rider, Adya Tripathy, Trumpet; 

Tobey Liu, Trombone; Sarah Sun, Piano; Suhrud Joshi, Bass;  
Onward Fernandez, Drums  

 
JOHN COLTRANE  ................................ ................................ ..............  Mr. PC  
 
DUKE ELLINGTON  ................................ ................................ ....  C Jam Blues  
 

NJYS Jazz Workshop  
 
JACKIE MCLEAN  ................................ ................................ ..  Little Melonae  
arr. Gregory O. Williams  
 

JJ Johnson Combo  
Gregory O. Williams, Director  

 

Aurit Mukherjee, Alto Sax; Eugene Chae, Tenor Sax; Charlie Ford, Bari Sax; 
Ajay  Bastianpillai, Trumpet;  Adia  Roberts -Moore, Trombone; Dallas Tyson, 

Piano; Drew Tyson, Bass; Nikolas Ruzicka, Drums  
 

JOHN BIRKS GILLESPIE  ................................ ......................  Night in Tunisia  
 

Dizzy Gillespie Combo  
Peter Lin, Coach  

 

Jalen Fan, Tyler Jacome, Jin Quon, Alto Sax; Bryce Yedidia, Tenor Sax; 
Ayan Dalmia, Bari Sax; Joseph Orellana Palacios, Trombone; Nathaniel 

Fabella, Guitar; Drew Tyson, Bass; Olivia Lu, Davin Murkis, Drums  
  



Made possible by funds from the New Jersey State Council on the 
Arts, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts. 

HANK MOBLEY  ................................ ................................ ...........  Boss Bossa  
 

Billie Holiday Combo  
Dave Schumacher, Director  

 

Derek Fullam, Alto Sax; Octavio Sosa, Tenor Sax; Conrad Pocina, Bari 
Sax; Mia Luciana Pardo, Bass; Sreeram Pinisetti, Drums;   

Shamie Royston, Piano  
 

BENNY CARTER  ................................ ................................  The Wiggle Walk  
 
GREGORY YASINITSKY  ................................ ........................  Blue Diamond  
 
CHARLES MINGUS  ................................ ........................  Haitian Fight Song  
arr. Andrew Homzy  
 

NJYS Big Band  
 
JOE HENDERSON  ................................ ................................ ........  The Kicker  

 

Charlie Parker Combo  
Matt Slocum, Coach  

 

Ethan Kuo, Alto Sax; Matthew Heyer, Tenor Sax; Joshua Koonyevsky, 
Alexander Hrung, Trumpet; Spencer Traub, Trombone;  

Gabriel  Faiella, Bass; Dallas Tyson, Piano; Teji Varadarajan, Drums  
 

MILES DAVIS AND VICT OR FELDMAN  ................................ ............  Joshua  
 

Charles Mingus Combo  
 

Shamie Royston, Director  
Luka Milinkovic, Alto; Sax Alexander Prather, Tenor Sax;  

Jerome Roberts -Moore, Wilson Pillajo, Trumpet;  
Ezenwa Don Nwankwo, Piano; Drew Tyson, Bass; Arjun Kapur, Drums  

 
Selections from:  
 

CHARLES MINGUS  ................................ ............  Nostalgia in Times Square  
 
THELONIUS MONK  ................................ .......................  Straight No Chaser  
 
MONGO SANTAMARIA  ................................ ................................  Afro Blue  
 
PYOTR ILYICH TCHIAKO VSKY  ................................ ....  The Nutcracker Suite  
arr. Billy Strayhorn  
 

NJYS Jazz Orchestra  



ARTISTS  

SHAMIE ROYSTON  

Born in Denver, Colorado, Shamie Royston is a pianist, 
composer and educator. New York Times states: “She is 
a rhythmic vanguardist...who channels Kenny Kirkland, 
Geri Allen, Ahmad Jamal and McCoy Tyner. ” Her 
exquisite style of piano playing is a combination of 
traditional and contemporary sounds, which embodies a 

deep -rooted and soulful spirit. With her fiery, yet soulful piano playing, 
she has toured Europe and the United States having performed in 
many of the top jazz venues and festivals in the world.  

Shamie has been commissioned to compose and arrange works for 
Grammy -Winning vocalist Dianne Reeves, Allison Miller and Grammy 
nominated Tia Fuller, as well as other prominent musicians. In October 
2022, Shamie was recently awarded a fellowship from the Berklee 
College of Music Jazz, Gender and Justice Program, to do a 2 week 
long residency at the UCROSS Foundation, where highly acclaimed 
artist of all forms come to work on their craft. She is the first recipient to 
receive this from the Berklee College of Music. She was also 
commissioned to compose a song for the 2023 JEN Conference (Jazz 
Education Network). Her most recent accomplishment is composing a 
song on Terri Lynn Carrington ’s Grammy award winning album “The 
New Standard ” entitled “Uplifted Heart. ”  This album recently won a 
Grammy for “Best Jazz Instrumental ” in February 2023.  

Shamie is not only a performer and composer, but deemed as a Master 
Educator. At the prestigious Berklee School of Music, Shamie held a full -
time a professorship in the Jazz Composition Department. It was here, 
where she co -directed ensembles with grammy award winning Terence 
Blanchard and led jazz composition and jazz arranging classes. Shamie 
has also been on faculty with the prestigious Carnegie Hall NYO (New 
York Youth Orchestra) Jazz summer program for young musicians, and 
has adjudicated and worked with college and high school level jazz 
ensembles.  Her most recent endeavor was in July 2024, she was 
chosen to be on faculty to to teach New York City teachers at a retreat  
about jazz ensembles and incorporating jazz into their school 
programs.  She has been on many panel discussions including, 
“Women In Jazz Discussion ” at the Monterey Jazz Festival, a presenter at 
the JEN Conference, and a panelist for school districts on “Equity, 
Diversity and Inclusion in the Schools ” and many more. She is an active 
member of the community where she continues to inspire students in 
music education and excellence in academic achievement.  

Shamie ’s CD entitled, Beautiful Liar which was released in June 2018 
has received many great reviews in Downbeat, Jazziz and on NPR. It 
was also in the first round of voting for Best Jazz Instrumental Album for 
the 2019 Grammy Awards. Her debut CD entitled Portraits , was released 



David Schumacher , BA, MM, Director of NJYS Jazz 
Workshop, A Chicago native who has been a touring 
musician and educator for over 35 years. At age 23 Dave 
started his career with the legendary Jazz master, 
vibraphonist Lionel Hampton (for 5 years from 1983 -89). 
From 1990 he joined Harry Connick, Jr. as an original 

member of Connick ’s orchestra for the next 19 years. Dave has toured 
and/or recorded with many world class jazz artists including T. S. Monk 
On Monk, Tom Harrell Octet and Big Band, Art Blakey Big Band, the Mel 
Lewis Jazz Orchestra, Dizzy Gillespie, Mel Tormé among many other jazz 
greats. Schumacher has impressed audiences in over 460 cities in 41 
countries on 5 continents on the live stage and on countless major 
television broadcasts. In 2013 Dave was hired as the first Director of Jazz 
Studies for the New Jersey Youth Symphony and was for the next five 
years instrumental in the development of its combo/workshop program 
and bringing Jazz to the NJYS. Currently as well as his new role as 
Director of NJYS Jazz Workshops, Dave maintains a private teaching 
studio at The Wharton Institute for the Performing Arts teaching 
saxophone, clarinet and improvisation. As a composer and leader, 
Schumacher has three CD ’s to his credit and he continues to perform as 
a freelance musician. He holds a Bachelor of Music degree from Rutgers 
University and a Master of Music in Jazz Performance from New Jersey 
City University.  

in 2014 under the Hot Tone Music, record label. She is currently working 
on a new project which will be released in the near future.  

As a performer, composer and educator, Shamie Royston will forever 
be a leading force in music, and music education.   She will always be 
on the precipice of innovation while remaining a preeminent voice in 
the jazz world.  

Jazz educator Gregory Williams has nearly a quarter of a 
century of experience in the classroom serving diverse 
student populations. As a professional musician, 
composer, arranger, and copyist, Williams has toured 
and recorded with notable artists including Marcus 
Roberts, Eric Reed, Wynton Marsalis, Delfeayo Marsalis, 

Vincent Gardner, Elvin Jones, Wycliff Gordon, Tim Warfield, and Terell 
Stafford. Awarded the 2006 -2007 and 2009 -2010 Educator of the Year 
Award by the Plainfield Public Schools, his students have received 
recognition in dozens of festivals and competitions, including a superior 
rating and best rhythm section award at the 2013 New Jersey 
Association for Jazz Education State Final Jazz Festival.  

GREGORY O. WI LLIAMS  

DAVID SCHUMACHER  



Saxophonist and vocalist, Lance Bryant comes out of 
Markham, Illinois, a small town near Chicago. He 
received his formal music education at Berklee College of 
Music in Boston, MA, where he studied saxophone and, 
composition and arranging. After moving to New York 
City in the mid. 1980s, Lance continued his education, 

studying saxophone and arranging privately with Frank Foster, the 
former director of the Count Basie Orchestra. He also studied 
composition with Bruce Adolphe of Lincoln Center ’s Chamber Music 
Society. In 1990 Lance began his decadelong relationship with the 
Lionel Hampton Orchestra and in 1993 became the Orchestra's Musical 
Director and Principal Arranger. Lance has performed, recorded and 
traveled extensively with major artists such as Phyllis Hyman, Jon 
Hendricks, Pete "LaRocca" Sims, Wallace Roney, Abdulah Ibrahim, 
James Williams and others. His connection with spirituality and music 
has endured. In 2002 he released Psalm, the first of four CDs featuring 
original songs, and jazz arrangements of hymns and Spirituals. Lance ’s 
teaching experience has included woodwind instructor for Covenant 
Christian Academy in Peabody, MA, director of the Phillips Academy 
Gospel Choir in Andover MA, Berklee ’s Saxophone Weekend for the 
Berklee College of Music summer program, and Jazz at Lincoln Center ’s 
Middle School Jazz Academy program. Recent Broadway experience 
includes the musical After Midnight, featuring the music of Duke 
Ellington, Shuffle Along, featuring Tony Award winner Audra MacDonald, 
and A Celebration of Cole Porter, performing with Harry Connick Jr. 
Currently Lance is touring with the newly re -formed Lionel Hampton Big 
Band featuring Jason Marsalis and with venerated pianist/composer 
Abdullah Ibrahim and Ekaya.  

Peter Lin is a Taiwanese -American trombonist, producer, 
and educator based in New Jersey & New York City. Born 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and raised in northern New 
Jersey, Peter played violin and piano before picking up 
the trombone at 10 years old. His love for music 
continued, motivating him to pursue a jazz studies 
degree at the esteemed music programs of William 

Paterson University (undergraduate) and Rutgers University (graduate). 
Since then, he has become an integral part of the music scene, 
performing and sharing the stage with renowned artists including Ron 
Carter, Slide Hampton, Winard Harper, Charli Persip, Jerry Weldon, 
George Cables, Valerie Ponomarev, JD Allen, Josh Evans, and Radam 
Schwartz. He also spent a considerable amount of time studying with his 
influences, including trombone masters Slide Hampton, Steve Turre, 
Conrad Herwig, Robin Eubanks, Steve Davis, and Frank Lacy. He 
continues to perform prolifically as both a leader and sideman at 

PETER LIN  

LANCE BRYANT  



established venues in the tri -state area such as Carnegie Hall, NJPAC, 
Blue Note, Dizzy ’s, Birdland, Smalls, and Zinc Bar.  

In 2018, Peter released his first album, With Respect , which included his 
arrangements on classic Chinese and Taiwanese folk songs. Featuring 
Winard Harper on drums as well as James Zollar on trumpet, this album 
topped at #3 on the NACC Charts and #4 on the RMR Charts. In 2019, 
he released his second album, New Age Old Ways , which included 
eight original compositions and features JD Allen on tenor saxophone. 
Additionally, the album included an original comic book illustrated by 
Kelly Lin.   

Peter Lin leads the AAPI Jazz Collective, which features some of the best 
up -and -coming AAPI musicians in the NYC area. The group performs 
arrangements of classic songs from various Asian countries re -imagined 
in a new modern way as well as exciting originals. This group has 
performed at various festivals and venues, but also continues to play 
every year for the Met Museum ’s Lunar New Year celebration.  Their 
debut album, Identity, released on July 18, 2025 on Origin Records.  

In addition to Peter ’s prolific musical career, he continues to promote 
jazz education, holding a prestigious faculty position at Melissa Walker & 
Christian McBride ’s non -profit organization, Jazz House Kids, as well as 
NJYS in New Providence, NJ. He teaches lessons, masterclasses, and 
provides tech consultations on a regular basis. Valuing 
entrepreneurship, Peter founded Yardbird Entertainment, along with his 
partner Abel Mireles, which has become a leading music production 
company. Peter produced the first AAPI Jazz Fest back in 2022 held at 
Rutgers Newark, which continues to this day.   

@newjerseyyouthsymphony  

Follow us on Social Media!  

@NJYSJAZZ  

New Jersey Youth Symphony:  

NJYS Jazz:  



Joe Bergen, Percussion Ensembles 
Aly Berkowitz, Concertino Winds 
Nevena Bojovic, Sinfonia  
Helen H. Cha-Pyo, Youth Symphony 
Cooper Ford, Concertino Strings  
Mark Gunderman, Philharmonia  
Dr. Oliver Hagen, Youth Orchestra  
Natasha Loomis, Flute Choir, Flute Forum, 
      and Fortissimo Flutes  

Bryan Rudderow, CL4tet  
Etleva Vatoci, Primo Strings  
Shamie Royston, Jazz Orchestra  
David Schumacher, Jazz Workshop  
Gregory O. Williams, Jazz Big Band  

NJYS CONDUCTORS  

Helen H. Cha -Pyo, Artistic Director and Principal Conductor  

Drummer and composer Matt Slocum  has released six 
recordings of original music as a leader. Sanctuary 
(Sunnyside Records, 2019) was named one of Downbeat 
Magazine's “Best Recordings of 2019.”   Modern Drummer 
writes that "Slocum ’s writing and playing emphasize a 
breathing, expressive, virtually speech -like flow of shifting 

meters... A fresh voice." JazzTimes  writes that "Slocum has established 
the one thing all musicians desire: a singular sound." Slocum ’s work has 
been supported with composition grants from Chamber Music America, 
Meet the Composer, the Mid -Atlantic Arts Foundation, the New Jersey 
State Council on the Arts, New Music USA, and the Puffin Foundation. 
Slocum recently composed, premiered, and recorded With Love and 
Sadness , a project he was commissioned to write in 2020 through 
Chamber Music America ’s New Jazz Works program. Slocum has toured 
throughout North America, Europe, and Asia and has performed and/
or recorded with artists such as Steve Cardenas, Gerald Clayton, Taylor 
Eigsti, Aaron Goldberg, Larry Grenadier, Jon Irabagon, Lage Lund, Linda 
Oh, Jaleel Shaw, Walter Smith III, Dayna Stephens, Anthony Wilson, Ben 
Wendel, and the Dallas Symphony Orchestra. In addition to teaching 
individual and ensemble lessons, Matt Slocum has also worked with 
students through teaching masterclasses and clinics at programs such 
as Berklee College of Music, the Royal Academy of Music, Brubeck 
Institute, San Francisco State University, the University of Southern 
California, the University of Minnesota, Los Angeles County High School 
For the Arts, Sonoma State University, the University of Montana, and the 
University of the Arts. He is currently an adjunct instructor at Newark 
Academy and NJYS Jazz.  

MATT SLOCUM  





NJYS JAZZ ORCHESTRA  

SHAMIE ROYSTON, DIRE CTOR  

Alto Saxophone 
Ethan Kuo, Millburn HS 
Luka Milinkovic, Summit HS 
 

Tenor Saxophone 
Matthew Heyer, Delbarton School 
Alexander Prather, Academy of  
 Information Technology 
 

Baritone Saxophone 
Conrad Pocina, Valleyview MS 
 

Trumpet 
Alexander Hrung, Millburn HS 
Joshua Koonyevsky, South Orange MS 
Wilson Pillajo, Plainfield Academy of  
 the Arts and Advanced Studies 
Jerome Roberts-Moore, Jonathan Dayton HS 
 

Trombone 
Spencer Traub, Morristown Beard School 
Peter Lin, Guest Performer  
 

Piano 
Ezenwa Don Nwankwo, Plainfield Academy  
 for the Arts and Advanced Studies 
 

Bass 
Gabriel Faiella, Bridgewater-Raritan HS 
Drew Tyson, Manchester Regional HS 
 

Jazz Drums  
Arjun Kapur, Newark Academy 
Sreeram Pinisetti, Chatham HS 
Teji Varadarajan, Newark Academy 
 

NJYS BIG BAND  

GREGORY O. WILLIAMS, DIRECTOR  

Alto Saxophone 
Jalen Fan, Union County Magnet HS 
Derek Fullam, Roxbury HS 
Tyler Jacome, Immaculata HS 
Aurit Mukherjee, Union County Magnet HS 
Jin Quon, Watchung Hills Regional HS 
 

Tenor Saxophone 
Eugene Chae, Madison HS 
Octavio Sosa, Harrison HS 
Bryce Yedidia, Leonia HS 
 

Baritone Saxophone 
Ayan Dalmia, Millburn HS 
Charlie Ford, Watchung Hills Regional HS 
 

Trumpet 
Ajay Bastianpillai, Union County Magnet HS 
Joe Kozlowski, Guest Performer  
 
 

Trombone 
Adia Roberts-Moore, Jonathon Dayton HS 
Joseph Orellana Palacios, Plainfield  
  
 

Piano 
Dallas Tyson, Manchester Regional HS 
 

Guitar 
Nathaniel Fabella, Leonia HS  
 

Bass 
Mia Luciana Pardo, New Providence HS 
 

Jazz Drums  
Davin Murkis, Livingston HS 
Nikolas Ruzicka, New Providence HS 
 



NJYS JAZZ  

VOLUNTEERS  

Rehearsal Assistance: Javanda Tyson  

Photography: Goran Pocina, Mr. Lu  

Concert Assistance: Mrs. Lu  

 

Special thanks to all our Parents On Duty!  

We couldn ’t do this without you.  

NJYS JAZZ WORKSHOP  

DAVID SCHUMACHER, DI RECTOR  

Flute 
Anjna Gopalakrishnan, Conackamack MS 
 

Alto Saxophone 
Mark Cholewicki, Valley View MS 
Aaryan Gopalakrishnan, Conackamack MS 
Leshan Li, Franklin Elementary 
 

Trumpet 
Maceo Morris, Saddle Brook HS 
Luca Rider, Frank R Conwell MS 4 
Adya Tripathy, Chatham MS 
 

Trombone  
Tobey Liu, Malcolm E. Nettingham MS  

Piano 
Sarah Sun, Chatham MS 
 

Bass 
Suhrud Joshi, Millburn HS 
 

Jazz Drums  
Onward Fernandez, Newark Academy 
Olivia Lu, Brooklawn MS 





Wharton Arts in the Community  

Co -presented by Wharton Arts and the 
Sieminski Theater at Fellowship Village.  

Sound Beyond Sight  

Join the New Jersey Youth Symphony, led by 
Helen H. Cha-Pyo, for an inspiring Black History 
Month concert celebrating resilience, artistry, and 
inclusion. Internationally acclaimed blind pianist 
Matthew Whitaker will perform Gershwin’s 
Rhapsody in Blue alongside the New Jersey 
premiere of Quinn Mason’s Electric Beauty, while 
also highlighting the vital work of The Seeing Eye 
and the Bella Music Foundation for the Blind and 
the Low Vision Support Program at Fellowship 
Village. 

Matthew Whitaker with the 
New Jersey Youth Symphony  

Quinn Mason  Matthew Whitaker  

February 15, 2026 at 3:00 p.m.  
Sieminski Theater at Fellowship Village,  
Basking Ridge  
$20/Adults, $15/Students & Seniors  
NJYS Youth Symphony  
Helen H. Cha -Pyo, Conductor  
Matthew Whitaker, Piano  



Westminster Community Orchestra “Carmina Burana ”  

Wharton Arts is committed to being accessible to all patrons, 

students, parents and visitors. All programs, classes, events, and 

concerts are accessible ensuring that everyone can participate 

in a diverse range of arts programming and classes. As an 

organization whose mission is dedicated to the positive impact 

music can have on individuals and in the communities we serve, 

we are dedicated to fostering a supportive and fully inclusive 

environment by embracing equity, diversity, inclusion, and 

belonging (EDIB) in all of our initiatives.  

Large Print Programs are available to patrons at all performances. 

Upon request, and with two weeks advance notice, specific 

accommodations such as assisted listening devices and priority 

seating will be made subject to our available resources.  

Wharton Arts respects the needs of individuals with disabilities 

who are assisted by a companion (or companions) when 

participating in our programs. We understand that companions 

may either be individuals or service animals. We will make every 

effort to accommodate companion situations with regard to 

seating, mobility, and other needs as they arise for all our 

programs.  

Wharton Arts does not and shall not discriminate on the basis of 

race, color, religion (creed), gender, gender expression, age, 

national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, or military status 

in any of its activities or operations.   

How can we help make your visit better? Let us know by 

contacting Director of Operations Susan Peterson at  908 -790 -

0700, ext. 114 or via email at susan.peterson@WhartonArts.org . 

 

Visit our patron services page at:  

https://whartonarts.org/about/

patron -services/  

ACCESSIBILITY  

WHARTON ARTS  

mailto:Susan.Peterson@whartonarts.org


Upcoming Events  

January 6, 2026, 6:00 p.m. 
New Jersey Youth Symphony Alumni Night 
Burgdorff Hall at NJYS, New Providence 
 

January 14, 2026, 6:30 -7:30 p.m.  
New Jersey Youth Symphony Meet & Greet with Helen Cha-Pyo for NJYS Parents  
Hyde and Watson Hall at NJYS, New Providence 
 

January 24, 2026, 1:00 p.m.  
New Jersey Youth Symphony: Percussion Ensembles 
Burgdorff Hall at NJYS, New Providence 
FREE 
 

January 31, 2026, 4:00 p.m.  
Paterson Music Project Winter Concert 
John F. Kennedy High School, Paterson 
FREE 
 

February 1, 2026, 4:00 p.m.  
New Jersey Youth Chorus: Winter Concert 
$20/Adults, $15/Students & Seniors 
 

February 11, 2026, 7:30 p.m. 
Wharton Arts in the Community: Love Notes Valentine’s Day Chamber Music Concert 
Sieminski Theater at Fellowship Village, Basking Ridge 
FREE 
 

February 15, 2026, 3:00 p.m.  
Wharton Arts in the Community: Sound Beyond Sight:  
Matthew Whitaker with New Jersey Youth Symphony 
Sieminski Theater at Fellowship Village, Basking Ridge 
$20/Adults, $15/Students & Seniors 
 

March 1-5, 2026 
New Jersey Youth Symphony Open Rehearsals 
NJYS, New Providence 
FREE, registration required 
 

March 15, 2026, 5:00 p.m.  
New Jersey Youth Symphony: Jazz Orchestra Concert 
Crossroads, Garwood 
FREE 
 

March 22, 2026, 2:00 p.m.  
Wharton Arts Day/Playathon 
The Mills at Jersey Gardens, Elizabeth 
FREE 
 

April 17, 2026 
Wharton Arts Gala 
Hyatt Regency Morristown 
Tickets at whartonartsgala.org  





Friday, April 17, 2026  
 

Cocktail Reception  
at 6:00 PM  

 
Dinner and Performances  

at 7:30 PM  
 

Annual Gala  

Trailblazer Honoree  
Matthew Whitaker  



2025 -2026  

Annual Appeal  

Benjamin and Josephine Yao  
NJYS Siblings  

“For three years, NJYS has been a most essential part of my life. Being the only place that 
gives me exposure to music, I truly treasure my place in the community. NJYS has given me 
the confidence to perform at the highest levels and always encourages me to strive for the 
best.” - Benjamin 

 

“Before joining New Jersey Youth Symphony, I couldn’t find the meaning in playing music. 
But after playing with others, they helped me discover that music isn’t just notes to be 
played —  it’s like a story waiting to be told” - Josephine  

Donate today at  

WhartonArts.org  



DONORS  

WHARTON ARTS  

Wharton Arts extends deep gratitude to our donors, including individuals, family foundations, and corporate 
sponsors, for their unwavering commitment to our organization. Your generosity serves as the bedrock for all our 
programs, fostering the growth and success of the New Jersey Youth Symphony, New Jersey Youth Chorus, the 
Performing Arts School, and the Paterson Music Project.  

Your invaluable support provides financial aid, broadens the scope of our free community workshops, programs, 
and festivals, and champions equity in music education for children across New Jersey. Thank you for bringing the 
gift of music to countless children, families, and communities! This list includes donations made from July 1, 2024 
to October 6, 2025. Please contact us if you see any errors or omissions.  

Visionary $50,000 and Above:  
Carol Davis and Joel Marcus, MD 
Lenore and Robert Davis 
Robert and Cynthia Hamburger 
Mustang Foundation 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts 
The October Mountain Foundation 
The Pixley Hill Foundation 
Frances and Paul Turner 
 

Champion $25,000 - $49,999:  
Audrey Love Foundation 
Citadel Enterprise Americas 
Erika and Carmine Fanelle 
Galanthus Foundation Trust 
Johnson & Johnson 

The Pantirer Families 
Paterson Children's Foundation 
Jacqueline Phillips, MD and  
 Lionel Phillips 
PwC Charitable Foundation 
Judith G. Wharton 
Ruth Zowader 
 

Innovator $10,000 - $24,999:  
The Alpert-Kaufman Private Wealth 
 Management Group of Wells  
 Fargo Advisors 
American Composers Forum 
BNE Real Estate Group 
Helen Cha-Pyo and Daniel Pyo, MD 
Find Your Light Foundation 
Goldman Sachs 
Bob Kelly 
Susan and Lloyd Peterson 
Princeton Area Community  
 Foundation 
Julia and Shurjo Sen 
Joseph and Mary Clare Serzan 
Jeanne D'Haem and Bruce Stein 
Lara Stolman and Michael Watzky 
Belá and Alice Szigethy 
The Henry S. and Agnes M. Truzack 
 Foundation 
The Wilf Family Foundations 
 
 

Change Agent $5,000 - $9,999:  
Frank and Lydia Bergen Foundation 
D'Addario Foundation 
Juliet and James Eck 
Dana and Joseph Feldman 
E. J. Grassmann Trust 
Charissa Wong Horton, MD and  
 William Horton 
The Hyde and Watson Foundation 
Jewish Federation of Greater  
 MetroWest 
Michele and David Johnson 
Nancy King 
Jim Metcalfe 
Joyce and Samuel Moulthrop 
Plastic Surgery Center of New Jersey 
 at SMG 
PNC Bank Foundation 
Petra Schemmann 
Pamela and L.T. Spinker 
Inge and David Spungen  
Union Foundation 
Naida S. Wharton Foundation 
 

Leader $2,500 - $4,999:  
Helen Ahn and Joseph Kwiatek 
Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church 

Blue Foundry Charitable Foundation 
Marc D. Chiapperino 
Amy Davis and Dan Walker 
Virginia Johnston and Daniel Crisci 
Fran Lee 
Shanna Lin and Bill Thoman 
Joseph and Rose Mangini 
The Merck Foundation 
New Jersey Humanities Council  
Wei Pan and Zhe An 
Park Avenue Club Foundation Inc 
PSEG Corp Citizenship 
Rebecca and Daniel Shapiro 
Douglas Smith 
The Summit Foundation 
Sally Tycher 
VVA Project & Cost Managers 
Gary Whitman 
WinnCompanies 

Advocate $1,000 - $2,499:  
Rick Adey 
The Ausiello Family 
Kirke Bent 
Richard Benzell 
Lourdes Blanco and Andres Leder-
man 
Jaclyn and John Bohner 
JP Brisson and Stephanie Demers 
Bristol-Myers Squibb PAC Match 
Program 
Scott Brown 
Burgdorff Foundation 
Alyssa Camacho 
Gina Caruso 
Cedar Hill Prep LLC 
Kim and Bruce Cha 
The Chen Family 
Julia Cheng 
Marc Chiapperino  
Chubb Insurance Company of New 
Jersey 
Dr. Laurie Conklin 
Thomas Cotton 
County of Union 
Cramer Media International 
Elizabeth Crego and Leif Halvorsen 
Sheila and Jack DaSilva 
Diageo North America 
Discovery Orchestra 
Phil and Amy Evans 
Robert and Jacqueline Exelbert 
The Farah Family 
Thomas and Debbie Flinn 
Andrew & Sharleen Friedman 
Genny Fua-Del Fierro 
Kislaya Gautam 
The Gigliotti Family 
Diane Gigliotti 
Dan and Anne Grundy 
Patricia and Orren Grushkin 
The Guillaume Family 
Stephanie and John Guillaume 
Michelle and John Hatcher 
Susan Head 
Toni J Heidrich 
Jacob Heil 



Pam and Howard Heller 
Jinesha and Kanishka Hettiarachchi 
Pnina Hiller 
The James Family 
Allan Janoff 
Hunter Janoff  
Jazz with David Basse 
Kathleen and David Jones 
Debra and David Joyal 
Thomas Juliano 
JPMorgan Chase 
Suresh Kapilavai and Shirisha Daita 
Sharon and Stephen Kepniss 
Kessler Foundation 
Barry Levine  
The Li Family 
Simon Lipskar 
Sonia Luaces 
Main Violin Shop 
George Marriner Maull and  
 Marcia Maull 
The Merzatta Family 
Nancy Model  
Barbara Morgenthaler 
Motorola Solutions Foundation 
Brian and Mary Murphy 
Stacey and Moreland Murray 
Emily Neider 
Northern Valley Regional High 
School Demarest Tri-M 
Mindy Opper 
Otterstedt Insurance Agency 
Grace and Dave Park 
Peapack Private Wealth Management 
PKF O'Connor Davies, LLP 
Lynne and John Rathgeber 
The Reilly Family 
Patricia W. Rochkind 
Allison and Chuck Saia 
Silvia Schedler 
Gail Schob 
Jennifer and Brady Schuck 
The Selvig Family  
Tyler Selvig 
Pamela and Derek Simpkins 
Yavanika - Nikki Sinha 
SJK Consulting 
Lillian Song 
Sparrow Executive Jets 
Stages Consultants 
Nancy and Lewis Stolman, MD  
David and Denise Sullivan 
The Tom Family 
Verizon 
Sherwin Vizcarra and Janet Wang 
Rebecca and Heath Weisberg 
Shirly Wu and Max Clyan 
 

 
 

Friend $500 - $999:  
Andrew Abramson 
Assad Akhter and Saira Hussain 
Dr. Asher Aladjem and Dror Faust 
Hilary Boller Aneff 
Ron Austin  
Wendy Baum 
The Baum Family 
Beiling and Kevin Belfield 
Paycom  
Jamie Bernstein 
Jacqueline Biello 
Linda Blackburn 
Jan Brenner 
Justin Bruno 
Humaira Chaudhry 
Yunzhe Chi 
Choral Art Society of NJ 
Community Foundation of NJ 
Beth Corets 
The D’Agostino Family 
John Dalena 
Carol Ulmer and Ken Degen 
The Dowden Family 
Leila and Bill Eckert 
Aline and Henry Euler 
Jacqueline Exelbert 
The Fan Family 
Tom Flinn 
Robert Francis 
Victoria Fulop 
Judi Germano and Michael Bonarti 
Goodman's Deli 
Libby and Arvin Gopal 
Joanne Berk Gordon 
Judy Greener 
Sharon Halpern 
The Hassimi Family 
Eri Hayashi 
Kanishka and Jinesha Hettiarachchi 
The Hock Family 
Bruce and Carla Hogg 
Sherry Izak 
Michele and Dr. Kevin James 
Maura and Michael Janiszewski 
Carol Lynn Kabacoff 
Angela and William Kahng 
Howard Kailes 
Ronald Keefe and Debbie Smith 
Shannon Koo and Jerry Kim 
The Lee Family 
Grace Lee and David Lin 
Cheryl Lee 
The Li Family 
Shengju Liu and Chaoyuan Chen 
Cindy Liu and Yong Li 
Elana Livneh 
Sean Lough 
The Ma Family 
Krystiana Machtinger 
Theresa and Gregory Meese 
Dr. Jeanne Merrill and Dr. Douglas Munch 
James Ooi and Amy Yin 
Susie Polow 
Dr. William J. Powers 
Tracy and Doreen Proverbs-Singh 
Maria Salvatierra 
Susan Scherer and David Furst 

Natalie and Robert Schlundt 
Jennifer and Alexander Schuchman 
Mona Sethi 
Robin Shainberg 
Edward Shen and Ivy Ying 
Mei Sheng 
Eric Shih and Shuyu Shen 
John and Kerry Skowronski 
Nikhil and Noreen Soares 
The Soloff Family 
Stephen and Olivia Truong 
Winselow and Karen Tucker 
Ben and Jacqueline Wald 
Jinzhong Wang and Susan Liu 
Wells Fargo 
Tim And Marianne Wilson 
Yanan Wu and Bin Zhang 
Xueyan Xu 
Chaoyang Xue 
Emily Zacharias 
The Zhu Family 
Supporter $250 - $499:  
The Agrawal Family 
Sophia Ahn 
AIG Matching Grants Program 
Birgit Anderson 
Avant Garde Technologies 
Bank of America Matching Gift Program 
Kathryn and Matt Battistella 
The Belfield Family 
Brenda Belmont 
The Berger Family 
Ron Blake 
Nevena Bojovic 
Myung and David Bondy 
Sonal and Sandeep Bordia 
Ann and Stanley Borowiec 
Satyajit Bose and Maneesha Patel 
Scott and Lauren Brown 
Wendy Cai and Yunsuo Duan 
Jessica Cao and Jing Wang  
Ruth Cao 
Dianna and Dohyun Cha 
Yu-Lien Chen and Carey Chang 
The Chen Family 
Lei Chen 
Wei-Chen and Yu-Chieh (Doris) Chen 
Juan Cheng and Jian Zhang  
Bei Shan Chien and Heng Hao Shih 
Laura Chio and Nicholas Ip 
The Cholewicki Family 
The Chu Family 
Edward and Madison Chu 
The Co Family 
Sarah and Dick Co 
The Colone Family 
Laurie Conklin 
Brian Conner 
Maryanne and David Dacey 
Leigh DelPorto 
Jean and Anthony DiTanna 
Eva and Adam Dooley 
Andrew Dressel and Youming Ji 
Sara and Samir D'Sa 
Barbara and Andrew Dunn 
Equitable Foundation 
The Espina Family 
Melanie Evans-Lowenberger 



The Ford Family 
Bethany and Kevin Foullois 
The Fullam Family 
Michele Fullam 
The Gao Family 
Jenny and Yuan Gao 
The Gopal Family 
Brian Hass 
Daniel and Karen Hauck 
The Holland Family 
Haiying Hu and Jian Gao 
Ying Huang and Charlie Song 
The Jackson Family 
The Jani Family 
Paul Jenkins and Mrs. Lisa Jenkins Esq. 
Patricia and Paul Joyce 
The Kahng Family 
Rick Kaller 
Martin Kane 
Sang Woo Kang and EJ Ko 
The Kaushal Family 
Anukware Ketosugbo 
The Kim Family 
Myung Kim 
The Kimmel Family 
The Kirk Family 
Janelle Kirk 
The Knoll Family 
Charles Kramer 
The Kuo Family 
Tuli Patel and Vikram Kuriyan 
The Lee Family 
Xin Li 
The Lin Family 
Xuan Liu 
The Loeser Family 
Jessica Ma 
Payton Macdonald 
Nora and Jorge Marin 
The Martos Family 
Joy Pierce Mathews 
The Matsibekker Family 
The Meehan Family 
Linda Meehan 
Rachel and Rhushabh  Mehta 
The Mendel Family 
Marc Michelson 
The Mikkilineni Family 
Julian Misiewicz 
Ema Mitrovic 
Daniel Moulthrop 
The Naseef Family 
The Navarro Family 
Adriana and Bertin Navarro 
The Nugent Family 
The Pardo Family 
Eileen Petrelli 
The Pocina Family 
Prudential Financial Inc 
The Pu Family 
The Qadri Family 
The Raghavan Family 

Smitha Raghuveer 
Denise and Christopher Reece 
The Richard R. Howe Foundation 
Judith and Donald Richards 
Michael Richards 

Anna Rokita 
Daria and Josef Ruzicka 
Svetlana Sabel 
June Zimmerman and Bela Schwartz 
Penny and Stephen Seeder 
The Sethi Family 
Ilyse and Ian Shainbrown 
The She Family 
King She and Christine Kwan 
The Shen Family 
The Sheth Family 
Sophie Shu and Mao Chen 
The Siuta Family 
The Smerillo Family 
Kristin and Ryan Smerillo 
Mike Smith 
The Springer Family 
Amit Srivastav and Sushmita Sinha 
Alec Stoll 
The Sun Family 
Anton Svetlanov and Marina Zelener 
The Svetlanov-Zelener Family 
Mikaela Swanlund 
Jeanine Tang and Myles Macrae 
Yan Tian 
Sona and Dhruv Toolsidas 
The Torrens Family 
The Traub Family 
The Ung Family 
John and Marilyn Van Dyke 
The Veettil Family 
The Venturella Family 
The Wang Family 
Shuguang Wang and Guanghui Hu 
Jingjing Wang and Xiaojiang Feng 
Zhimin Wang and Yan Zhang 
Hongsheng Wang 
The Wen Family 
Nat Wharton 
Gary and Lois Whitman 
Renée Whittemore 
Kristi Wu and George Hsieh 
Xingzhi Wu and Shuming Zhu 
The Xu Family 
The Yadav Family 
The Yang Family 
Weimin Yang and Shuangqing Fa 
Morty Yashar 
The Yin Family 
The Yu Family 
The Zhang Family 
Tianyu Zhou and Tao Sun 
The Zhu Family 
 

Donor $100 - $249:  
Natasa Ancevska Taneva 
Patricia Marie Andersen 
Brigit Anderson 
Kimberly Anderson 
Poonam Arora and Sanjeev Chhabra 
Tom Azzarelli 
Kristin Bacchiocchi -Stewart 
Julie Basile 
Dianna Beck-Clemens 
Lauren Bettman 
Colleen Bewalder and Joanne Heyert 
Carson Block 
Darren Blumberg 

The Burgoon Family 
Sarah Butler 
Lindsey Bzura 
Susan C Camera 
Ivy Caparose 
The Chen Family 
The Cheng Family 
Scott and Stacey Cirillo 
Jeri Cohn 
The Collins Family 
Cindy Cotter 
Michelle and Andrew Cowan 
Clifford and Joanne Cox 
Janice Kay Currie and Paul Snider 
Chunyan Deng 
Jay Dewan 
Deborah and Benjamin Dorner 
Jacob Dowden 
The Duardo Family 
María Elías 
Hsuan Fan 
Trevor Forde 
Mikhail Fradkine and Yael Lechtchiner 
Omari Frazier 
Frederick Fuller 
Sally Fullman 
Karen Gallant 
Joan Ellen Gantz 
Tony George 
Robert Germano 
Sara Ghizzoni 
Michle Gigliotti 
Mariela Gilmore 
Richard T Girards and Elizabeth Cashin 
Google, Inc. 
Usa Gopal 
Teresa-Marie Gotanco 
Amy Gruen 
The Guglielmo Family 
Fabrice Guillaume 
Nan Guptill Crain 
Phyllis J Haag 
Hair Salon Body and Soul 
Cydney Halpin 
Joanne Hammil 
Lisa Haughton 
Roxanne Hayes 
Jia He and Rui Li 
Ning He 
The Heyer Family 
Lisa Hirschfeld 
Tinyee Hoang and Huajing Xing 
Jason Hogue 
Yu Hong and Beixin Lin 
Mary Hrebin Hass 
The Hua Family 
Sandra Huang 
Desmond Hunt 
Jesse James  
The Jiang Family 
Elliot Jurist and Rebecca Wharton 
Lewis Kaplan 
The Kazimierski Family 
Patricia Kennedy-Grant 
Phyllis Kessler 
The Kim Family 
Hasung Kim 
Mina Kim 



Paul Kimmel 
Carlyn Kinsey Smith 
The Ko Family 
Fiona Lauber 
Lorenda Layne 
Jennifer Lee 
The Li Family 
Deborah Liang 
Jennifer Lin 
The Liu Family 
Margaret Louisor Percy 
Christine Lowe 
Joey Lu and Xinyu Wei 
Farah Lukban 
Diane and Owen Lynch 
The Ma Family 
Mythili Maduraiveeran 
Tom Maliszewski 
Irene Mamkin 
Etta and John Marshall 
The Martos Family 
The Masucci Family 
Xiaoyan Mayfield 
Andrew Davis McDonald and  
 Charisse DelVecchio 
Mitchell McDonough 
The Metoxen Family 
Jennifer Michelson 
The Misiewicz Family 
Amy Moldavansky 
James Moore 
Elizabeth Moulthrop and Raul Hauman 
Danny Mui 
Lisa and John Mundy 
Sheila E. Munson 
The Murkis Family 
The Narayanan Family 
Michele Neelakantappa 
Alan Nelson 
Naomi Nelson 
New Jersey American String Teachers  
 Association 
Carson Ng 
Kevin C. Ng 

The Nosta Family 
Nathalie Nunes Monteiro 
Claudia and Igor Nys 
Adrienne Ostrander 
Charles Paez 
Kranti Pally 
Ruvini Perera and Mevan Chandrasena 
Anita and Louis Perrino 
Ali Peterson 
Jill Porter 
Susan Profeta 
Mary Margaret Purrazzo 
Naresh G Ramarathnam 
Kyle Richter 
Liz Rinaldi 
Jane Rivers 
Martina Robinson 
Aaron and Judith Rosenberg 
Melinda Rostal 
Meghan Ryan 
Deanna Samaritano 
Christina Scherer 
Fred and Joy Schmitz 
Joy Schmitz 
Bruce Schundler 
Tom Sellaro 
Alex Shellhammer and Safiya Abouzaid 
Stella Shen 
Joshua Sherman and Anastasia Tsioulcas 
Nancy Sieffert 
Brett Smith 
Carolyn Jean Smith 
Kevin G. Smith 
Leah Courtney Smith 
Gabriel Soloff 
The Son Family 
Hayun Son 
The Song Family 
Heather and Drew Spergel 
Srikalyani Srinivasan 
Annie and Jimmy Sun 
Sherrie Sun 
Amanda Suskin-Santorelli 
Laszlo Syrop 

James and Fanny Tan 
Technical Adventures 
Teknikon Group Inc 
Kathryn and Thomas Tobitsch 
Ann Toporowski 
Beth Toporowski 
Marilyn Torrens 
Monica Torrens 
Arthur Truong 
Ivy Truong-Tom 
Ching-Yi Tsai 
Roberta Tulman Samuels 
Annie Tung 
Ya Tung 
Theresa Tyler 
Elizabeth Uptegrove 
Stephen M Varley 
Ofelia Vazquez 
Stephen Verdesca and Patricia Durner 
Nicolas Volpicelli 
Ella Vuong 
The Walker Family 
Jack Walker 
Joan Walsh 
The Wang Family 
Betty Wang 
Kathy and Nye Wang 
Wen and Zhongshan Wang 
Ruth Wharton-McDonald 
Michael and Caroline Whittemore 
Diana Wische 
Tingzhou Wu 
Dan Xie 
Mengang Xu and Zheng Tang 
The Yang Family 
E Yang and Lei Chen 
The Yao Family 
Emma Yeung 
Evelyn Zhai 
The Zhang Family 
The Zhou Family 
Yong Zu and Nicola Ou 
The Zuo Family 



WHARTON ARTS  

PROGRAM  STAFF  
Helen H. Cha-Pyo 
Artistic Director  
 

New Jersey Youth Chorus  
Trish Joyce, Founder and Music Director 
Krystiana Machtinger, Director of Chorus Administration 
Allie Lisner, Program Coordinator 
 

New Jersey Youth Symphony  
Helen H. Cha-Pyo, Artistic Director & Principal Conductor  
Stacy Square, Director of Orchestra Administration 
Desirée de Logé, Manager of Orchestras 
Naomi Smith, Assistant Manager of Orchestras 
Tanner Age, Librarian 
 

Paterson Music Project  
Shanna Lin, Director 
Emily Buehler, Manager of Programs and Community  
     Engagement 
Tori Boell, Program Coordinator 
Joseph Shinnick, Program Coordinator, Band  
     Curriculum Coordinator 
Sam Tobias, Jazz Sites Coordinator 
 

Performing Arts School  
Debra Joyal, Director  
Timothy Maureen Cole, Director of Theater Arts 
 

Student Services  
Natasha Loomis, Director of Student Services 
Amanda Mayer, Student Services Associate 
Emalina Thompson, Student Services Associate 
Judy York, Student Services Associate 

A DMINISTRATIVE  STAFF  
Gina Caruso 
Executive Director 
 

Development  
Nancy Tagle, Director of Development 
Elizabeth Piercey, Grant Writer 
Tyler Selvig, Development Associate 
 

Marketing  
Alice Hamlet, Director of Marketing 
Aimee Roehler, Social Media & Digital Content Manager  
 

Operations  
Susan Peterson, Director of Operations 
Adrienne Ostrander, Operations & Office Manager 
Roger Sweet, Production Manager 
James Choi, Production Assistant 
Kelley Louder, Production Assistant 
Koelby Royston, Production Assistant 
Cedric Sanders, Building Manager 
 

Finance  
Eva Dooley, Director of Finance and Administration 
Jillian Lyons, Comptroller 
 

Robert Hamburger, Co-President   
Julia Sen, Co-President  
Michele L. Johnson, Vice President 
Dr. Jacqueline Phillips, Vice President 
Dr. Charissa Wong Horton, Secretary 
Ingrid Dillon, Treasurer 
 

Helen Ahn, Trustee 
Gina Caruso, Ex Officio 
Helen H. Cha-Pyo, Ex Officio 
Erika Fanelle, Trustee 
Levi Kelman, Trustee 

Bob Kelly, Trustee 
Courtney Pantirer, Trustee 
Reid Powell, Trustee 
Jason Scott, Trustee 
Joseph Serzan, Trustee 
Cristina Sierra, Trustee 
Inge Spungen, Trustee 
Lara Stolman, Trustee 
 

Judith G. Wharton,  
     Founder and Trustee Emeritus 
 

STAFF  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

STUDENT LEADERSHIP ALLIANCE  
Destinee Feliciano, Passaic County  
 Technical Institute, PMP 
 

Jingyi Han, Peddie School, NJYS 
 

Vikrant Khanvilkar, Bridgewater- 
 Raritan HS, NJYS 
 

Priyanka Kumar, Bridgewater- 
 Raritan HS, NJYC  

 
 

Giovanni Maldonado, Rosa L Parks 
 School of Fine and Performing  
 Arts, PMP 
 

Shakthi Prasanth, Chatham HS, NJYS 
 

Pippa Raaijmakers, Governor  
 Livingston HS, PAS 
 

Noa Santoro, Watchung Hills  
 Regional HS, NJYC 
 

Kashika Sinha, Governor Livingston 
 HS, PAS 
 

Haley Aurora Vallecillo, Passaic 
 County Technical Institute, PMP 
 

Anisha Verma, New Providence HS, 
 PAS 
 

Rachel Zack, New Providence HS,
 NJYC 
 



Wharton Arts ’ mission is to offer accessible, high quality performing arts 
education that sparks personal growth and builds inclusive 
communities.  

Wharton Arts ’ vision is for a transformative performing arts education in 
an inclusive community to be accessible for everyone.  

Wharton Arts is New Jersey ’s largest independent non -profit community 
performing arts education center serving nearly 2,000 students through 
a range of classes and ensembles. The 5 ensembles of the New Jersey 
Youth Chorus , an auditioned choral ensemble program for students in 
grades 3–12, encourage a love and appreciation of choral music while 
nurturing personal growth and creative development. The 15 ensembles 
of the New Jersey Youth Symphony , which serve over 500 students in 
grades 3–12 by audition, inspire young people to achieve musical 
excellence through high -level ensemble training and performance 
opportunities. Based in Paterson, the Paterson Music Project is an El 
Sistema -inspired program of Wharton Arts that uses music education as 
a vehicle for social action by empowering and inspiring young people 
to achieve their full potential through the community experience of 
ensemble learning and playing.  

From Pathways classes for young children to Lifelong Learning programs 
for adults, the Wharton Performing Arts School has a robust musical 
theater and drama program and offers both private and group classes 
for instruments and voice for all ages and all abilities. With the belief in 
the positive and unifying influence of music and that performing arts 
education should be accessible to all people regardless of their ability 
to pay, Wharton Arts offers need -based scholarships.  

Wharton Arts is located in Berkeley Heights, New Providence, and 
Paterson, NJ and reaches students from 12 counties. All of Wharton Arts ’ 
extraordinary teaching artists, faculty members, and conductors hold 
degrees in their teaching specialty and have been vetted and trained 
to enable our students to achieve their personal best.  

Wharton Arts   
60 Locust Avenue  

Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922  
 

908 -790 -0700 WhartonArts.org  

@WhartonArts  

@wharton_arts  

DONATE HERE  






